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1. SAFEGUARDING TRAINING COURSES

Play It Safe is the Safeguarding Course aimed at any
volunteer, coach or match official who is working with or
has responsibility for children within rugby. Identifying
best practice, it provides information and guidance on the
responsibilities and support available for ensuring children
are safeguarded appropriately.

U9s, U10s and U11s cannot play UP
U12s – U18s can play up if an appropriate assessment of
the Player is carried out to check that they are able to cope
with playing an older standard of rugby and their parents
agree.

In Touch is the Safeguarding Course aimed at Club
Safeguarding Officers. It outlines the remit of this role and
the responsibilities that clubs have in terms of safeguarding
their children and young people. All CSOs should have
attended this course.
The dates of Kent Safeguarding Courses coming up before
Christmas are shown below:
Play It Safe Courses
Thursday 1/11/18 – Old Colfeians (7-10pm)
Wednesday 7/11/18 – Thanet Wanderers (7-10pm)
Monday 19/11/18 – Ashford (7-10pm)
Monday 19/11/18 – Sevenoaks (7-10pm)
Wednesday 21/11/18 – Old Alleynians (7-10pm)
In Touch Course
Monday 12/11/18 – Old Elthamians (7-10pm)
Places on these courses can be booked using the England
Rugby Course Booking website HERE!

2. PLAYING OUT OF AGE-GRADE

We have received a number of queries about players
playing up or down and age-grade. The guidance for this
is found in England Rugby’s Regulation 15 – Age Grade
Rugby: ACCESS HERE!
In Summary:
Boys playing UP
U7 and U8s can play and train together.

Girls playing UP
- U7 and U8s can play and train together.
- U9s, U10s and U11s cannot play UP
- U12s and U13s can play and train together.
- U14s and U15s can play and train together.
- U16s, U17s and U18s can play and train together
If a male or female 17 year-old player wants to play
and train with adults, they can do, as long as they have
been assessed as capable of playing with adults, they’ve
completed the RFU’s Playing Adult Rugby Form and
the player does not train or play in the front row of the
contested scrum.
Boys and Girls playing DOWN
Players can only play down if:
The player is in a lower school year than they should be
based on their birth year.
The player’s safety is compromised due to their small
stature in comparison to other players in the same age

grade or due to a developmental or behavioural issue.
Where a club would like a player to play down an agegroup and they feel that the criteria is met, they will need
the approval of the parents and their Youth Chairperson.
For U13s and below, they will also need the approval of
Kent RFU - please email Kent County Safegaurding Officer
with your requests.
Advice or Concerns
A reminder that you are always welcome to contact The
KEnt County Safeguarding Officer to discuss a situation or
concern that’s been brought to your attention. Sometimes
it’s not always obvious if something is a Safeguarding
issue and so it helps to act on the side of caution and seek
further advice. It’s also always worth trying to deal with a
situation early on before it escalates.
Safeguarding Officer - Owen Smith
safeguarding@kent-rugby.org

3. NATIONAL RUGBY SURVEY

The National Rugby Survey is now live and looking for your
input. Quality information helps make quality decisions
about the game’s future.
This survey is far shorter than the previous edition - it
should now genuinely take no longer than 10 minutes to
complete!

Prizes on offer for respondents that complete are one of
4 x £150 team cash prizes, or one of 5 x pairs of tickets to
Barbarians vs Argentina at Twickenham
Survey closes on Monday 5th November
Take the survey HERE!

4. COACHING OPPORTUITY AT BECKENHAM RFC

Beckenham Rugby Football Club are looking to appoint a
new 2nd XV Coach to support the Head Coach. They have
a young, talented and predominantly home grown squad.
Beckenham Rugby Football Club is a community based club
in South East London (Borough of Bromley) and currently
top of London Two South East.
Their aim is to implement a culture based on the core
value of honesty, humility and hard work where players of
all abilities are given the chance to develop.

The candidate would be required to take a lead role in
continuing to develop young players reinforcing our welltrodden pathway for young players coming through into
senior rugby at Beckenham.
Job Specification can be found advertised on our
Opportunities page on our website. HERE!

5. MANAGER OPPORTUITY AT GRAVESEND RFC

Gravesend RFC are seeking a Senior Squad Manager to
work with our Senior Coaching Team and our 1st & 2nd XV
for the 2018/19 season and beyond.
The Senior Squad Manager will be involved in every
aspect of running the senior squad alongside the Senior
Coaching Team with particular responsibilities for player
communication, kit, admin, and general assistance.
The incumbent will be required to attend weekday training
sessions during the week and be available to accompany
the squad on most or all Saturdays throughout the season.
Renumeration and job description available on request
In the first instance, please contact James Percy via email:Jamescpercy@gmail.com

6. KENT COUNTY RFU ANNUAL HANDBOOK

Following on from the information about the Handbook
in last month’s sendout, the new look Handbook is now
available on the Kent RFU website HERE!

Changing to a digital format has the following benefits:
The printing of the Handbook was expensive to produce
and therefore enables Kent County to keep funding more
vital projects to sustain Rugby in Kent.
We are able to make any amendments as and when they
occur, not having to wait a year for a new printed version.

This is held at Old Colfeians home ground Horn Park and
open to all children both Girls and Boys from the U7 ages
up to and including the U14 ages, the children DO NOT
need to be Old Colfeians players, but any child who wants
2 days of rugby and fun.
Information about Saracens Training Camps

Allows us the flexibility to split it into 2 main sections the
first being the current ‘live’ information for the Season,
and the second half being the Alumni of Kent RFU - a
historical archive.

The Saracens Rugby Camp Programme is aimed at U7 – U14
boys and girls playing age-grades and provides organised,
educational, inclusive and structured activities, utilising
Saracens experienced, qualified and award-winning
coaches from the Community team.

The main section has also been re-ordered in what we
hope is a more logical format for people to access the
information they may be looking for.

Saracens will be releasing a brand new delivery structure
that will be in place for the 2018/19 season giving a fresh
new look on Rugby Camps!

If you notice any mistakes or have any queries, please
contact Tracy Pettingale at office@kentrugby.org who
will be able to make any necessary changes to the online
document.

Coaches will pass on expert advice and professional
tips, creating a fun and enjoyable environment in which
participants will work closely in groups of the same/similar
age covering a wide range of rugby aspects. Individuals can
expect to cover content specific to their age group ensuring
the best possible chance to further personal development
on and off the field.

We hope you like the updated version of the Handbook.
Sylvia Taylor
Honorary Secretary

7. HALF TERM CAMP

Old Colfieans have booked a Saracens half term camp for
Thursday 25th and Friday 26th October 2018.

The club and experienced coaching staff allow access for
all rugby abilities and encourage TAG rugby players to
attend in addition to those of an older age.
Course: Saracens Two Day Skills Clinic
Venue: Old Colfeians
Date: Thu 25th – Fri 26th Oct
Age: U7 – U14
Normal Price: £66.00
Online Price: £60.00
To book your place on this course, please go to :
https://bookings.rugbycamps.co.uk/index.
php?action=view_camp&campid=3734#.W2ljodJKjIU

