KENT COUNTY RFU
INFORMATION SENDOUT
APRIL 2019

1. KENT FINALS DAY 28th APRIL

This year’s Kent Finals Day is on 28th April at Charlton Park
RFC. Come along for a fantastic day of rugby, games start
at 11:30 am.

For advice and guidance around Age Grade Rugby activities
taking place outside of the standard season, please see
the Activities guide below.

• Vase Final:
Ashford v Kings College Hospital, KO at 11:30 am (Pitch 1)

• Salver Final:
Southwark Lancers v Faversham, KO at 12:30 pm (Pitch 2)

• Shield Final:
Charlton Park v Gravesend, KO at 2:30 pm (Pitch 1)

• Plate Final:
Canterbury 2s v Westcombe Park, KO at 2:30 pm(Pitch 2)

• Cup Final:
Sidcup v Old Elthamians KO at 4:00 pm (Pitch 1)

2. AGE GRADE OUT OF SEASON ACTIVITIES

Is your Club organising a Rugby Camp this Summer? Have
you sought permission from the Kent RFU? Now is the
Time! Download a form HERE and send to honsec@kentrugby.org

3. RFU/KENT BUSINESS PLAN 2019/20

Clubs will have been informed by their Chairmen,
Secretaries and Treasurers of reductions in RFU
contributions to the Community game in financial period
1 July2019 to 30 June 2020.
In general the main changes affect Kent County funding
rather than clubs although those playing at Level 5 and
below will be affected by cuts to long distance travel and
contributions to referee funding. All clubs will be affected
by major grants being halted in this financial year.
Kent will see an 18% reduction in the new Local Funding
system equivalent to around £20k and a reduction of 40%
equivalent to £4K in contribution for fielding senior men’s
and women’s teams and men’s U 20’s in their respective
county championship competitions.

As the season of Rugby camps is upon us, The local RFU
Team want to remind you that within Regulation 15, the
Kent RFU must now approve all Summer/Holiday camps
operating within the Kent CB – any operating without
approval are in breach of regulations.

As you will be aware the County has been conducting a
range of surveys and four club consultation evenings
where some 47 out of 59 RFU voting clubs have attended.
At these events clubs have been consulted over what key

priorities in Kent should be supported and receive funding
in future.
The RFU continue to contribute £30m to grassroots Rugby
in 2019/20 and we in Kent need to ensure that our share is
spent as effectively as possible and that programmes are
delivered with the best possible outcomes.
Current reductions in RFU spend have been made
due to uncertain forward revenue from contracts and
sponsorship. In addition increased safety costs following
the Grenfell flats fire have been experienced in the build
of the East stand hospitality area although payback is still
expected within 7 years. These reductions are being made
across the RFU in general overhead costs, costs of sale
and in professional rugby as the future economic outlook
remains difficult to predict.

more often and therefore need to plan to resource this
themselves. The situation would be greatly improved if
clubs encouraged more people to undertake the referee
training course. There is a course running at Sir Joseph
Williamson Maths School in June booking link HERE!

5. TEAM MANAGEMENT TOOL - FAQ’S

Team Management Tool – FAQ’s (Game Management
System)
As the Team Management tool is becoming increasingly
important for Clubs to both request/log fixtures, please
see the guide below answering a number of questions that
have been raised across the game.

There will be no further reduction in staff numbers
following the reorganisation in Summer 18.
I believe this will be a temporary reduction in Community
budgets and both I and fellow Councillors will monitor the
financial position closely and review regularly to ensure
areas of spend are reinstated as soon as we have a clearer
idea of future revenues that will be achieved.
In the meantime the Kent Executive Committee will be
reviewing the information you the clubs have given us at
the recent ‘Insight ‘ evenings at Maidstone, Canterbury
and Westcombe Park as well as the surveys carried out by
the RFU and the County separately and will share further
information on the conclusions from these exercises as
soon as we have analysed them.
Roger Clarke- Chairman Kent County RFU Executive
Committee.
RFU Council Member for Kent.

4. Kent Society Referee Protocols 2019/20

Despite the huge success of recruiting and developing
a significant number of Young Match Officials the Kent
Society of Referees is under pressure to meet all planned
fixtures.
Abuse of referees is a major issue and this includes ‘low
level abuse’ where continuous appealing and questioning
of decisions eventually reaches a tipping point. We have
lost 3 officials this year where this has bought about an
early end to their refereeing career. These 3 referees
officiated at over 70 games a season between them.
We are currently looking how best we can meet club
demands for referees next season to provide a coherent
and consistent approach to appointing. We will have this
in place before the season starts.
It is likely that clubs will need to provide their own referees

6. BACKS COACH APPLICATIONS

Aylesford RFC are looking to enhance the senior coaching
team with an enthusiastic experienced backs player coach.
The coach will work premdominately with the first team
squad but will also be required to suport the wider senior
player base including developing players transition from
youth to Senior Rugby.

See more details about the role on Kent County’s
Opportunities page HERE!

7. COACHING & REFEREEING CONFERENCE 23RD JUNE

Kent Rugby will be again hosting another conference
this year on Sunday 23rd June at Sutton Valance School
beginning at 9:00 am - 4:00 pm.
As the programme is finalised all updates will be posted on
Kent Rugby Facebook page and website.

8. IN TOUCH PUBLICATION JUNE 2019

Articles and photographs are now being invited for the
June edition of KCRFU’s In Touch publication. Please send
Club news on achievements by volunteers players teams
and supporters and photographs which illustrates these.
This edition seeks to summarise activity in the 2017/ 18
season at Club level and at County level. Members and
chairs of County Committees are also invited to submit
material to showcase what we have achieved in the
County this season. Deadline for articles and photographs:
20th May 2019. Please send any material to chairman@
kent-rugby.org

9. WOMENS LEAGUES FOR 2019/20 SEASON

Booking Entry Process for the RFU Women’s Leagues for
the 2019/20 season
Information has recently been sent direct to both the
Honorary Secretary as well as the Women & Girls Contact
for your Club, as detailed on the RFU Game Management
System (GMS), regarding the entry process and timeline
for the 2019/20 season, specific to the RFU Women’s
Leagues.

Since leaving the RAF in 2000 Trevors occupation
has been in the maritime industry within Health and
Safety. His background in this area and his experience
gained as a player, Parent, and as a Coach has enabled
him to gain valuable knowledge and experience of
many aspects of Rugby from grassroots minis to
representative level which will bring invaluable skills
to this role as Rugbysafe Manager for Kent RFU.

As a reminder the deadline to enter is Friday May 10th –
should you have any questions around this, please contact
your local Rugby Development Officer.

10. WHATSAPP GUIDANCE

With the increase usage of WhatsApp to communicate
across Clubs - download the below guidance that may
prove helpful.
Click guidance to enlarge and download.

Clubs can contact Trevor at Kent County RFU about
individual player safety requirements ie rugby specific
eyewear to ensuring how to go about providing adequate
First Aid requirements/ training even pitchside and
clubhouse safety issues.
rugbysafe@kent-rugby.org

12. ANNUAL AWARDS DINNER 16th MAY
The Annual Awards Dinner will take place on Thursday
16th May in the Kent Suite at the Ashford International
Hotel, 7.00 pm reception for Dinner at 7.45 pm.
Kent Cup Competition finalists and all league winners and
runners up have the opportunity to receive 2 free places
to the dinner in recognition of their achievement and
receive their award.
A reminder that each club are also cordially invited to
secure 2 places for a representative of their club to attend
the event at a subsised cost of £20 a head.
With the date fast approaching please get in touch
urgently with the Kent Rugby Office, office@kent-rugby.
org with the names of your attendees.

11. NEW RUGBY SAFE APPOINTMENT

Kent County have now appointed Trevor Hopper as Rugby
Safe Manager. RugbySafe is an overreaching programme
that encapsulates all the RFUs player safety and wellbeing projects to support clubs schools universities
and participants at all levels of the game. Focusing on
Values and Culture, Playing Environment,Education and
Development Research and the Game.

