KENT COUNTY RFU
INFORMATION SENDOUT
JUNE 2019

1. KENT COUNTY AGM - 26TH JUNE

Notice is hereby given that the Annual General Meeting
will be held at Sheppey RFC, Lower Road, Minster-on-Sea,
Sheerness, ME12 3ST on Wednesday 26th June 2019, at
7.30 pm.
The members of the County Committee hope that you will
be able to attend. The full agenda and report is published
on the Kent Rugby website kent-rugby.org which can be
accessed HERE!

with the key components of the exercise programme
so that they can deliver it as part of their existing rugby
and PE sessions. Our research suggests that coaches and
teachers who attended these practical sessions are more
competent and confident in delivering the programme
effectively. Therefore, it is highly recommended that
coaches and teachers attend this session prior to accessing
the online resources.

2. ACTIVATE

Injury Prevention Exercise Programme
Activate is an injury prevention exercise programme that
can be integrated into training and pre-match sessions.
The exercises included in the programme are designed to
improve functional and core strength, balance and agility,
all of which assist a player in dealing with the physical
demands of the game.
Through the RugbySafe initiative the RFU are working
across all of these areas to improve the safety of players,
furthermore the research into the Activate Injury
Prevention Exercise Programme provides evidence that
the conditioning of players significantly contributes to
reducing the risk of injury.
The online resources are free to access, however it is highly
recommended that coaches and teachers attend the face
to face session - courses can be requested through your
club coach coordinator or relevant rugby lead (for school
teachers/coaches), who should contact your local Rugby
Development Officer or Community Rugby Coach
Online resources and relevant programmes are available
for U15 U16 U17/18 and Adult HERE!
Activate Induction Session – Face to face
This 2½-hour session aims to equip coaches and teachers

Any questions /enquiries regarding the RFU RugbySafe
Programme please contact:
Trevor Hopper on 07774088959 email: rugbysafe@kentrugby.org

3. RUGBY CAMP PERMISSIONS

Clubs are aware that they need to obtain Kent Rugby’s
approval before Rugby Camps can be advertised or take
place. The correct application form and guidance notes
can be found HERE!
Currently we are receiving far too many applications
where due consideration is not given to the recommended
coach/player ratio, correct age grouping or maximum
training time per age group. Please ensure that you refer
to the guidelines and ensure you have the recommended
number of coaches available and alternative activities
where the camps run for several hours. I am sure you
will understand that the safety of our young players is
paramount and therefore applications not fulfilling the

criteria will not be authorised by Kent Rugby.
Further guidance and supporting documents can be found
online:

This information will also be sent direct to both Club
Coaching Coordinators and Club Referee Coordinators, via
the Game Management System.

RFU Age Grade Regulations

Due to an updating of the England Rugby Online booking
process, no courses will be taking place before August
18th 2019.

RFU Age Grade Code of Practice
RFU Safeguarding Guidance

7. YOUTH FORUMS

4. GOING ON TOUR?

Book your place now.
Following consultation we are intending to communicate
with everyone involved in youth rugby in a meaningful way
through a series of age grade specific forums. Invitations
have been sent for the following events:

Clubs are reminded that they need to complete a
permission to tour form, which can be downloaded from
our website HERE.

Kent Youth Rugby Chairs - Thursday 4th July
This event is geared at Chairs and Youth Chairs. In addition
to a re-cap of the youth competition menu we will focus
on the regulatory framework of youth rugby including the
introduction of the “Half-game” regulation and protocols
and initiatives around behaviour and discipline. It will be
a great opportunity for Chairs to meet and touch base
and bring any questions / issues with you to open up
discussion.

The form should be sent to the Kent RFU Honorary
Secretary, honsec@kent-rugby.org at least 2 months
prior to the tour dates. Where clubs are going on tour,
but not actually playing any rugby, the form should still be
completed to fulfill Safeguarding and Insurance criteria.

5. GAME MANAGEMENT SYSTEM

Contact Details – GMS
As this is often the time of year when key individual roles
at Clubs change, don’t forget to amend these details on
your Club’s Game Management System homepage. This
is critical in ensuring that the correct individuals continue
to receive the relevant information throughout 2019/20.
Additionally, take this time also to allocate coaches to teams
on the Game Management System, thereby ensuring the
data shown is an accurate reflection of your Club.
Should you need any assistance with the Game
Management System, please visit:
https://www.englandrugby.com/governance/clubsupport/gms/

6. COACHING, REFEREEING & MEDICAL COURSES

Courses (2019/20)
The RFU local delivery team alongside Kent RFU are
currently in the process of confirming a range of coaching,
refereeing and medical courses, that are due to take
place up until December 2019 – these will be published
on the Kent RFU website and Kent RFU Facebook page
once confirmed.

If you are planning to hand over the chair to a new
colleague at your club please bring them along to meet us.
Colts Forum - Wednesday 26th June
KCRFU now offer an extended range of competitions for
the U17 / U18 age grades. We want to make sure you
are all fully aware of the options available so that your
players can get the most from the programme. Come and
meet other coaches and team managers and your KCRFU
competition managers. It will be a good opportunity
to ask any questions regarding new regulations or the
administration of the competitions.

U14- U16 Age Grade Forum - Wednesday 3rd July
This is a key age grade forum as players transition to
a more competitive programme whilst grappling with
the challenges of puberty, school work and greater
independence. We want to give all coaches and team
managers in these age grades an opportunity to
understand what the county competitions are about, how
to complete all the administration involved, how to make
sure all your players get match play and how to make
sure that all involved are aware of, and embrace, the core
values of rugby union.

Rolling substitutions can be made and teams are
encouraged to apply the Half Game rule to ensure that
each player in every match day squad plays at least half of
the available playing time.

U12-U13 Age Grade Forum - Thursday 5th September
In line with RFU Regulations KCRFU offer Waterfall
Competitions for this Age Grade. We will take you through
what is on offer and how to apply and we’ll talk also about
the wider core values of Kent rugby and how to embed
them with parents and players from the first days of
youth rugby.

FAQS
Why is the RFU introducing ‘Game On’ laws to the game?
The RFU is committed to providing the platform for more
teams and players playing more matches. Game On
provides flexibility and options for clubs that do not have
access to a large pool of players to play more games, more
often.

All Forums will be held at K Sports, Cobdown, Station Rd,
Ditton, Aylesford ME20 6AU from 19:30 and will last a
maximum of 2 hours. Light refreshments will be available
and you can register your interest with Deborah Park,
KCRFU Youth Chair, youth-rugby@kent-rugby.org

What level of rugby does Game On apply to?
The ‘Game On’ laws apply to competitions outside of
the English Club Championship (also referred to as RFU
Leagues). It applies to adult rugby only.

We hope to have at least one representative from each
club in attendance so that we know our message is getting
across loud and clear and we are addressing all your
queries and concerns.

8. GAME ON

The 2019/2020 season will see Game On principles
introduced to all adult male and female rugby outside RFU
Leagues and Cups.
Based on feedback from players and with the aim of
ensuring more games are played and reducing the number
of cancellations, the Game On principles allow teams to
be more flexible with the laws to allow the match to go
ahead.
With Game On a match can now take place as long as each
team has a minimum of 10 players. In addition, the result
will stand as long as the match is a minimum of 40 minutes
rather than 80.

The principles also allow for both scrums and lineouts to be
uncontested. Both teams must agree which of the Game
On principles will apply to the match and notify the referee
at least 30 minutes prior to kick off. If both teams cannot
agree which principles to apply the match will proceed
without the application of the Game On principles.

Is this a UK wide development?
These changes refer to games being played in England,
however, some of the principles of Game On are already
being utilised in Ireland and Wales. See HERE!

9. OPPORTUNITIES IN KENT COUNTY (VOLUNTARY)

Social Media Manager
Kent County are looking for somebody to assist in providing
a current and relevant Social Media presence on behalf of
KRFU operating within RFU Digital Guidelines. Working
closely with the Kent RFU Office Manager ensuring
activities are communicated in a timely, open, reliable and
responsible manner to all stakeholders. See our website
for further details HERE.
Marketing & Sponsorship Manager
Kent County are looking for somebody to be the primary

contact for Marketing & Sponsorship, you will promote
KRFU’s activities by managing and developing our
advertising and sponsorship programme, to support rugby
delivery across the County. See our website for further
details HERE.
Communications & PR Manager
Kent County are looking for somebody to promote KRFU’s
activities and ensure they are communicated in a timely,
open, reliable and responsible manner to all stakeholders.
See our website for further details HERE.
Volunteer Coordinator
Lead on all club volunteering related matters for the CB,
including the promotion of CB, RFU or external volunteering
awards with clubs and collation of nominations for
submission.
Work with the Executive Committee and CB Succession
Manager in the creation of a succession planning process,
to ensure you always have volunteers ready and willing to
step up or provide cover for key roles. See our website for
further details HERE.

10. KENT REFEREE SOCIETY

Please ensure that your club updates the Society with any
change of officer (fixture sec/treasurer) for next season.
Procedure for Booking referees
All clubs should contact the Society to request referees for
your Home friendly games. Any league games will be sent
directly by the league organisers. A booking policy can be
found HERE.

11.BENNETT MEMORIAL DIOCESAN SCHOOL SEEKING
RUGBY COACH
Salary: £ 12,800 per annum

The successful candidate will ideally be a coach of level 3
standard or level 2 with considerable experience. A First
Aid qualification would be desirable or willingness to
attend First Aid training.
Usual working pattern: 22.5 hours per week -Monday to
Friday (12:30 – 17:00) term time only.
There will need to be some flexibility to attend occasional
evening commitments for promotion, and run the annual
rugby tour outside these usual hours, and these changes
will be agreed with Head of PE in advance.
Start date: 2nd September 2019
Further details including how to apply are available on the
school website www.bennettmemorial.co.uk
How to apply:
Please complete our Application form and Email to:
recruitment@bennett.kent.sch.uk CVs will not be
accepted.

Referee Abuse
The society has seen an increase in the level of Official
abuse received by individual referees. They have
experienced incidents of serious levels of abuse at School,
Youth and Adult games. They have also seen abuse reports
involving Young Match Officials.
Low levels of abuse continue to increase – these involve
players and coaches questioning decisions and constant
appealing. Coaches and spectators do not feel the need to
meet the requirement to stay off the playing area.
Two referees have retired from the game as referees due
to this behaviour and the issue has been raised by others.
Kent Refreees Society expect this to impact on their
ability to meet next season’s fixtures and are currently
investigating how best to allocate resources.

