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1. FURLOUGH EXTENDED FOR RFU DELIVERY TEAM
Kent RDO’s Mike Hollis and Gareth Jackson and our 4 
CRC’s (Mark Finnis, James Bloxham, David Cheng, and 
Harry Sievewright) have now been furloughed until the 1st 
August.

Annie Coulson covering RDO for Kent and Essex  has been 
doing a tremendous job of assisting our clubs particularly 
with GMS filing problems of the payment of players 
submissions. If you are still struggling please do get in 
touch with Annie. Remember it needs to show closed after 
all declarations have been completed.

Annie Coulson, 07563 554130, anniecoulson@rfu.com 

We look forward in the meantime to the return of our 
team in August. 

2. WEBINARS
On the hunt for ways to develop your club or your coaching 
skills? Fear not, the RFU have rounded up a range of 
webinars to keep you busy to help you develop on and off 
the pitch.

Training Tuesdays

England Rugby is hosting weekly webinars on coaching and 
refereeing, every Tuesday. So far they’ve had Eddie Jones, 
Stuart Lancaster, Nolli Waterman, and Tamara Taylor, as 
well as several notable referees, including Christophe 
Ridley, Ian Tempest, Tom Foley, and Craig Maxwell Keys.

You can catch up on all the webinars so far HERE.

New webinars are added weekly to the page above and 
you can register for any webinar right up to the start time.

The next coaching & refereeing webinars are:

2nd June – “The Breakdown” with John Mitchell

9th June – “Refereeing the scrum” with Wayne Barnes and     
Matthew Carley

11th June – “Front Row Thursday” with Ian Peel

There is also now a podcast with Eddie Jones, covering 
various topics each week. HERE.

England Rugby Club Support

There are a series of webinars available surrounding club 
support during coronavirus. Particularly popular webinars 
have included VAT Support from Russell Moore, How 
to Hold a Virtual AGM with Irwin Mitchell, and Gift Aid 
Opportunities & Pitfalls for CASCs and Charities.

Registration for new webinars will also be available via the 
link HERE and the next Club Support webinar scheduled is:

4th June – Media Support Workshop for Clubs

Keep an eye on the biweekly Community Game Updates 
for the next wave of webinars to be released.

Sport England & Club Matters

Monday 1st June 12-2pm – Developing a Marketing 
Strategy

UK Coaching

UK Coaching has made their Mental Health for Sport and 
Physical Activity online course free until 31st August 2020. 
Usually £18, the course was made temporarily free to 
attend to mark Mental Health Awareness Week 2020.

https://www.englandrugby.com/news/article/weekly-online-coaching-webinars
https://www.englandrugby.com/news/article/the-eddie-jones-coaching-podcast-work-life-balance
https://www.englandrugby.com/participation/running-your-club/club-webinars
https://www.englandrugby.com/news/article/coronavirus-covid-19-community-game-updates


group reach a final formal proposal. This will then be put 
to the game later in the summer, ahead of any RFU Council 
decision for implementation in the 2021/22 season.

The virtual process will allow players and clubs to ask 
questions and enter a facilitated discussion forum.

The following sessions will be running from 7-9pm, unless 
otherwise:

• Wed 3 June – Level 3 & 4

• Thurs 4 June – Level 5 & 6 (Session 1 at 3 pm )

• Thurs 4 June – Level 5 & 6 (Session 2 at 7 pm)

• Thurs 11 June – Level 7 & below (L/SE, Session 1 at 3 pm)

• Mon 15 June – Level 7 & below (L/SE, Session 2)

For those not able to make the live sessions, webinars 
will be recorded, with content available to view for the 
following two weeks and the ability to submit feedback.
Please note that the RFU are asking that each club limits 
the number of attendees to a maximum of four, including 
at least one player, and ideally a coach / Director of Rugby. 
This is to ensure the technology can support potentially 
large numbers and to ensure a balanced input.

To find out more about the Adult Male Future Competitions 
Structure, and how to register for the above webinars 
please click HERE.

4. OPPORTUNITIES WITH KCRFU  TO GET INVOLVED
There are still roles needing to be filled within Kent County 
RFU and are advertised on our opportunities page on our 
website. Take a look HERE!

5. KENT COUNTY AGM POSTPONED
Given the current Covid-19 pandemic and national 
lockdown, the Executive Committee, therefore, intends to 
postpone their AGM, in the hope that a physical meeting 
can take place, if possible no later than the end of August 
and before the new season commences when we all hope 
that the lockdown by then will have been lifted and life 
will have returned to some form of normality. The RFU has 
confirmed from its perspective that it has no difficulty with 
us holding a physical AGM later than planned, given the 
exceptional circumstances we all find ourselves in.

We hope that members will agree that this is a sensible 
and pragmatic approach given the prevailing situation. 
We will of course keep you informed of developments 
regarding a date to hold our AGM.

Sport England & Philanthropy Company’s Fundraising For 
Sport Series

“Courting the Corporates” 11am-12pm 4th June 2020 – 
How to engage corporate sponsors

“Individual Giving” 12-12.45pm 17th June 2020 – This 
webinar will look at membership schemes, regular donors, 
legacy, and patrons schemes.

“Developing a Great Case for Support” 2-3pm 25th June 
2020 – This webinar will address alignment with corporate 
objectives; resonant social causes & themes and some 
examples of great story-telling.

“Community and Digital Fundraising” 3-4pm 9th July 2020 
– This webinar will address community-based fundraising 
such as crowdfunding, digital trends and platforms, 
challenge and, event-based fundraising, with examples of 
innovative partnerships.

“Fundraising Inside Track” 12-1pm 10 September 2020 – 
This webinar will address how and when to make an ask, 
cultivation tips, research sources, CRM databases and, a 
Q&A session.

 

3. ADULT MALE FUTURE COMPETITION STRUCTURE 
Adult Male Future Competitions Structure – register for 
online consultation sessions.

The RFU will be running online consultation webinars in 
respect of the Adult Male Future Competitions Structure 
review throughout June. The aim of these sessions is to 
provide further detail on the future competition structure 
proposals. Feedback on these from players, coaches, 
referees and volunteers is essential to ensure a future 
structure that meets the game’s needs, and to help the 

https://www.englandrugby.com/news/article/adult-male-competition-structure-consultations?utm_source=260520CGU&utm_medium=Email&utm_campaign=260520CGU&utm_content=Community&spMailingID=9505684&spUserID=MTY5NjUyMTU4MDAzS0&spJobID=1513817830&spReportId=MTUxMzgxNzgzMAS2
https://www.kent-rugby.org/opportunities/
https://register.gotowebinar.com/register/2820196054105591822
https://register.gotowebinar.com/register/7619937043789448206
https://register.gotowebinar.com/register/7541704592450052366
https://register.gotowebinar.com/register/6221064683653988622
https://register.gotowebinar.com/register/3727079841765094670


6. COVID RELIEF FUND

Of course, with the lockdown still in force and no date yet 
fixed as to when rugby will resume, the future remains 
uncertain and circumstances can change. The Fund will, 
therefore, remain open until December 2020 therefore 
clubs remain free to apply for support (ensuring that 
applications fully meet the application criteria). The form 
can be downloaded HERE! All submissions should be sent 
to the Kent County Office.  (office@kent-rugby.org)

7. ASSISTANT COACH REQUIRED
New Ash Green RFC are currently looking to expand their 
1st XV coaching team by adding an assistant coach with a 
backs/attack specialism. JOB 

For further information about this role see our 
opportunities page on our website HERE.

8. COMMUNITY SUPPORT
Despite hard times for all our rugby clubs, many clubs have 
been doing all they can to help their local communities. 
Here is a round-up of some of those initiatives. 

Beckenham RFC - An emergency care package put in 
place to support an ex-club player now severely disabled. 
Various fundraising activities by individual club members 
in support of the NHS. Old training tops donated and 
turned into scrub wash bags and donated to the NHS

Vigo RFC - Young and old, joining forces to raise money for 
NHS Charities on a 974km virtual tour of 100 clubs across 
the southeast. Members logged their daily exercise and 
added the distances together as a club initiative. 

With over 60 members 
involved they split into 
three teams collectively 
logging their miles however 
a competition between 
the teams ensued and  
they ended up covering a 
distance of over 4000 km 
in total. The equivalent of 
walking to Murrayfield from 

Twickenham 6 times. They raised £2,030 for the NHS.

Ash RFC - Whole club participation in a 500km running 
challenge for charity (East Kent Hospitals Charity) Target 
of £1000.

Folkestone RFC - Have created tee-shirts and are raising 
money  all across all age groups to support the NHS.

Tunbridge Wells RFC - Raising money for  Hospice in the 
Weald by running a ‘Home Nations Lockdown Challenge’ 
The aim is to walk, run or cycle the equivalent of driving 
from their St Marks Clubhouse to ‘virtually’ visit all four 
home nations stadiums – that’s 877 miles. So far they have 
raised £3141.
The youth section has also done their bit with their ‘2.6 
Challenge’ - From TWRFC to Belgium because they had 
planned a tour to Belgium which was cancelled. Their 
efforts of walking, running, etc have also raised £1519 for 
the hospice. 

TWRFC has a long-standing partnership with Nourish 
Community Foodbank but with the “Lockdown” hitting 
their community hard members have stepped up to 
volunteer to support the team at Nourish.

Aylesford Bulls RFC - Have been collecting food and money 
donations to provide families in need with food boxes 
twice a week.  They have raised over £1000 in financial 
support and well over £2000 in food donation which has 
allowed them to look after 26-28 families twice a week 
since the schools shut down.

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1V16Vt0lBFjIQC5kXmAtRPcWnGpxmZJwd/view?usp=sharing
https://www.kent-rugby.org/opportunities/new-ash-green-rfc-require-an-assistant-coach/



