
K E N T  C O U N T Y  R F U

I N F O R M A T I O N  S E N D O U T 

N O V E M B E R  2 0 2 1

1. KENT COUNTY RFU ANNUAL FINANCIAL MEETING 
14th December at 7pm via zoom

To Clubs in membership of Kent County Rugby Football 
Union Limited and Individual Members of Kent RFU

Representatives from our member clubs, and Individual 
Members are invited to attend the Annual Financial 
General Meeting, which will be held via a Zoom meeting on 
Tuesday 14th December 2021 at 7.00pm for the purpose 
of transacting the following business: 

1. To receive the Company’s Financial Statement for the 
year ended on 30th June 2021 and the Auditors’ report 
thereon and to make any suitable order in respect thereof. 

2. To hear any other relevant financial matter for the 
consideration of the County Committee during the ensuing 
year, but on which no voting shall be allowed.

3. To comment on the financial position of Kent County 
RFU.

The audited accounts of Kent County RFU will be sent to 
all member clubs and individual members in due course.

Those wishing to attend should email office@kent-rugby.
org.  Once registered, you will then receive the joining 
instructions and protocols for the meeting.

2. SAFE TACKLING
Now that we are yet again experiencing enjoyable 
weekends of international and club rugby I thought this 
would be a good time to remind clubs, coaches, and players 
about tackling players in particular dump tackling. This 
gained Australia a yellow card in the recent international.

Please remember to train your players to tackle and bring 
players to the ground safely. 

Regulation 19 states :
9.18 A player must not lift an opponent off the ground and 

drop or drive that player so that their head and/or upper 
body make contact with the ground.

Please can I respectfully remind our coaches to observe 
this and to keep all our players safe. 

Have a great week of playing and training. 

Paul Blacker
Kent Safeguarding lead 

3. KEEPING CLUBS “RUGBY SAFE” 
Following a previous Information Send Out introducing 
of our new Rugby Safe Manager Peter Thompson, we can 
report that he is already starting to have an impact on 
improving safety at our clubs.

Four clubs in Kent have now signed up and are actively 
utilising Howden’s Proactive App. This online Risk 
Assessment Tool (RAT) is proving easy to use and being 
dynamic is a convenient way to: - report accidents, identify 
hazards, undertake pre-match checks, and record any 
issues.  

Those clubs subscribing to the ‘Proactive App’ not only 
have a multiple user tool, useful for coaches and other 
club volunteers but the first eight clubs subscribing can 
apply for a £400 grant co-funded between ourselves and 
the RFU to support help clubs to rectify any issues raised



5. ENGLAND RUGBY ADVANCED COACHING AWARD 
2022/2023
Bookings are now open for the England Rugby Advanced 
Coaching Award (previously Level 3) pre-requisite 
Workshops for the 2022/2023 Season. The purpose of this 
course is to develop self-reflecting advanced practitioners 
with a clear understanding of what drives, influences, and 
supports them to get better. 

The Advanced Award is a year long course,  which is 
competence assessed. For coaches to achieve competence, 
there will be a significant expectation concerning the 
volume of work and requirements to demonstrate the 
competencies, above and beyond their normal coaching 
roles. Before engaging in the pre-requisite Workshops, 
please reflect on your readiness to complete the Award 
alongside existing commitments.
 
The pre-requisite Workshops consist of the below:
 
Workshop 1 (On Demand)- to be completed by 31st 
December 2021- https://bit.ly/ERACA-W1

The first Workshop will be delivered On Demand from 
the 1st November 2021 to the  31st December 2021 via 
Workcast. This means that you can complete the Webinar 
at any time between the 1st November 2021 and the 
31st December 2021. Please ensure that you register for 
this course via the GMS Booking link above. Failure to do 
so,may mean that the Workshop is not added to your GMS 

The link to register for this innovative tool can be found 
here; 
HTTPS://RUGBYUNION.PROACTIVEREPORTING.COM/
SIGNUP

In addition to this, those clubs which have yet to produce 
or wish to update their Rugby Safe policy can benefit from 
a new ‘template’ that Peter has produced for his club and  
is willing to share with others.

For more details on either of the above items please 
contact Peter Thompson RUGBYSAFE@KENT-RUGBY.ORG

4. MIXED ABILITY RUGBY
Over the past few months, a small team has been 
developing a plan, liaising with the RFU, and has held 
several meetings with the International Mixed Ability 
Sports Association.

Following these discussions, Medway RFC is launching a 
brand new mixed ability rugby provision, known as.... ‘The 
Medway RFC Cannons’.

Mixed ability rugby is an inclusive sport, welcoming 
able bodied players alongside teammates with learning 
difficulties and/or physical disabilities to play full contact 
adult rugby. 

Teams are made up of facilitators (typically adult rugby 
players with no disabilities) and players with any form of 
learning and/or physical disability. This can range from a 
mild disability to a significant disability, including the need 
for a chaperone on the pitch. The aim is not to win, but to 
include as many people as possible in the sport. 

There are only a few modifications compared to senior 
rugby, non contested scrums being one of them. Mixed 
Ability Rugby is more about playing rugby and giving 
people an opportunity to challenge themselves, rather 
than winning. Mixed Ability Rugby is recognised and 
supported by England Rugby and the RFU.

There are 15 teams in England, with the nearest club to 
Medway RFC being the Surrey Chargers based at Chobham 
RFC. No other clubs in Kent currently offer mixed ability 
rugby.

Rugby Training will commence every Saturday at the club, 
starting November 27th from 11:00 am - 12:30 pm

FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT

Contact: Kate Kuhn 
Mobile: 07771 867952
Email: cannons@mrfc.net

https://bit.ly/ERACA-W1
https://rugbyunion.proactivereporting.com/signup
https://rugbyunion.proactivereporting.com/signup


profile and will prevent you from accessing the full Award 
Course. 

We will be collating a list of all those that complete the 
Webinar via Work cast on 31st December, so please ensure 
you complete this Workshop by then to progress to 

Workshop 2.
This first Workshop will introduce you to key differences 
between the England Rugby Coaching Award and the 
England Rugby Advanced Coaching Award. We will also 
look at the course format and structure to give you an 
understanding of what you might expect from the full 
Award Course.
 
Workshop 2 (Live Sessions)- in January & February 2022
All those that complete Workshop 1 by 31st December 
2021, will be notified of the Workshop 2 dates and booking 
links in the New Year 2022. These sessions will be live and 
delivered via Microsoft Teams. Once again, individuals 
will need to ensure that they register via GMS for this 
Workshop to be added to their GMS profile.
 
Workshop 2 will introduce some of the course content, 
including Game (Tactical) Understanding, Co-coaching, and 
Observation. This session will give you an idea of the type 
of content delivered and enable you to make a decision 
about your readiness to engage with the level of content 
and understanding required of an Advanced Coach.

England Rugby Advanced Award 2022-2023 Bookings 
(£1000)

Following the conclusion of the pre-requisite Workshops, 
all eligible candidates will be contacted directly with 
booking links to access the full Award Course. Please note, 
that in addition to the pre-requisite Workshops above, 
candidates will also need to demonstrate that:

1. They have held a Level 2/ ERCA for 3 years or more- 
completed prior to 1st September 2019

2. Have attended both Advanced Workshop 1 (Nov/Dec 
2021) and Advanced Workshop 2 (Jan/Feb 2022).

3. Be in an active coaching role (in England) with the same 
team across a whole season, spanning the course cycle 
with tasks set in mind.

4. Acceptable environments:
 Age Grade
 Youth & Schools
 Adult Community
 Talent Pathway
 Adult Performance

The pre-requisites to access the full Award Course are 
not negotiable and will need to be demonstrated on an 
individual’s GMS profile.
 
We wish you the best of luck with your continued Coaching 
Journey. Start your journey towards level 3 now by 
completing the first workshop. https://bit.ly/ERACA-W1

6. KENT RFC REPRESENTATIVE PROGRAMME 2021/22
After a long review of the County Championship and 
its future the RFU are commencing the Senior, Men & 
Women’s and the U20s  programme in 2022.

The first pool game for the U20s takes place on 6th 
February at home, against Sussex at Charlton Park RFC. 
The final pool game is against Hertfordshire away on 27th 
February. See our website for further details in the new 
year of these fixtures.

We are still however, awaiting details for the Senior Men 
and Womens, and Girls programme.

Dates for your diary.
All details can be found on the Kent County RFU events 
calendar or relative team pages on our website.

Kent County U18 Boys
Sunday 5th December, Surrey  vs Kent away KO 11:00am

Sunday 19th Dec 2021, Kent vs Sussex, KO 11:00am

Kent County U20s
Sunday 6th Feb 2022 – Kent U20 V Sussex U20

Sunday 27th Feb 2022 – Herts U20 V Kent U20

https://bit.ly/ERACA-W1



