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Welcome Back To In Touch
Prior to the COVID- 19 pandemic, the County
published at least twice yearly a hard copy In
Touch and also made this available on the
County website.
It contained a range of news items from the
KCRFU and more importantly, from you, the
70 clubs in Kent, which updated our Rugby
community with what you had all been
doing. This covered playing achievements,
improvements to facilities, local community
and charity work, and updates on your
volunteers without which there would be
little Rugby played.
Well, nearly two years later and in a slightly
different form, here is In Touch as an e-zine
only and put together by Tracy Pettingale our
Office Administrator, to whom thanks should
be extended by all. Thanks also to all of you
who have passed news on about what you
have done during lockdown and emerging
from it as we got the 21-22 season underway.
This edition features news items on some
of the contributions our clubs have made
to their communities during a very difficult

period for all, including helping the NHS,
through fund raising and volunteering,
working with foodbanks and hosting testing
and vaccination centres.
In addition, with no County Awards Dinner
during this period we feature - through
a range of photos - how Awards were
presented for both playing and volunteering
as members of the County Committees got
out to you, at your clubs, to ensure those who
earnt these could be applauded.
As the game came out of hibernation in
July 2021-particularly at Senior XV a-side
level in the Men’s and Women’s game, the
RFU ensured that there was a good preseason build-up time to provide for players
being fit and just as importantly capable of
taking contact.
So far, we have reached Christmas 2021
and are into 2022, with the clear hope that
the 2021-22 season will be completed. We
include news on how some of our clubs
are doing.
As we look into the future and to 2022-23
and beyond, both the RFU and KCRFU are
mindful that the days of having 2 Regional

“

We will need all our
2
ingenuity and motivational
skills to continue to attract
quality volunteers both
at Club, County and RFU
national levels...

”

RFU Development Officers and 4 Community
Rugby Coaches have gone, as a result of the
RFU undergoing a major staff restructuring to
deal with the financial ramifications of Covid,
especially the lack of revenue from having no
games at Twickenham. County income, whilst
starting the process of building back, has
also been substantially cut as a result of the
RFU’s income losses and as a consequence,
less money being made available to the
Community game.
In other changes brought about by the
restructuring, our CB Liaison Manager for
the RFU, Adam Cottingham, now covers 7
counties, whereas Jo Martin our Area Manager
prior to Covid, covered 4. This places a greater
resource burden on the County, with our
volunteers having to devote far more hours
to their responsibilities, alongside Mark
Finnis, our RFU Club Development Officer.
A strong partnership between the RFU, the
Counties and the clubs will be vital in helping
those of our clubs which are struggling
for players and volunteers to survive the
pandemic and to remain sustainable as we
exit the pandemic. The size of this task should
not be underestimated, but work has already
started to help those clubs that are finding
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it difficult to sustain regular weekly fixtures,
whether League, merit tables or friendlies
at Senior male XV a-side level. This includes
spreading the Game-On principle more
widely within the merit tables and increasing
the number of Rugby variants, such as Touch,
10’s and Sevens.

continue to attract quality volunteers both
at club, County and RFU national levels to
achieve these objectives, which is why, what
RFU money that is available currently in the
Community game, is to be prioritised for
spend in recruiting and training volunteers
in the game.

The Age-Grade game looks a lot healthier,
but we have a lot of work to do to maintain
playing numbers at U16 and 17 level, and to
effectively aid the transition of players from
Age-Grade level to the Senior Game, both in
the boys’ and girls’ games.

In celebration of what volunteers achieve, we
look forward to welcoming all those from the
playing side of the game to our first Playing
Awards Dinner to be held in 3 years at the
Ashford international Hotel on the 26th of
May 2022, when we will be joined by His
Honour Judge Jeff Blackett the President of
the RFU.

Work is also underway to widen the Women’s
and Girls’ games at ‘Inner Warrior’ Camps
and in encouraging more clubs to set up
either Girls’ and/or Women’s sections, as
England sets a target of 100,000 players
by 2027.
Finally, the RFU is about to embark on work
to predict the landscape for the game,
both playing and facilities-wise, in 10
years’ time, and to plan how to get there
with the game remaining stable, healthy
and being the focal point of as many local
Communities as possible. We will need all
our ingenuity and motivational skills to

At a separate event, we also look forward
to meeting all those who win the various
categories in the club Volunteer Awards, both
in the County and through the national RFU
Honda (previously Mitsubishi) awards.

Roger Clarke
Chair Kent County RFU Executive Committee
RFU Councillor for Kent

SPONSORING KENT RUGBY
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How Kent Clubs Supported
Their Communities Through
the Pandemic . . .
500K Running Challenge

Supporting Families in Need

Ash RFC participated in a 500km running
challenge for charity to raise £1000 for East
Kent Hospitals Charity. This was initially going
to be a challenge for the seniors only, but some
parents and children from the youth section of
the club wanted to join in as well, due to this
they completed 500k’s in seven days which was
still impressive! Therefore, due to the people’s
interest they had to extend the distance. They
hoped to raise enough money so the charity can
purchase innovative and exciting equipment
and facilities: enhancing the experience of
patients, their visitors, and their staff.

Aylesford Bulls collected food and money donations to provide families in need with food
boxes twice a week. They raised over £1,000 in financial support and well over £2,000 in food
donations, which allowed them to look after 30+ families twice a week when the schools shut
down. They provided families with fresh essential items, and every Friday meals for the children for
the weekend. They helped 45 plus children every week. The food boxes sent over a 12-week period
totalled 624; a real help to their community.
Local MP, Tracey Crouch, said, “Thank you for your phenomenal efforts in supporting vulnerable
families during this health crisis. The co-ordination by you and the generosity of your club
supporters, alongside donations from local businesses, has enabled you to alleviate anxiety and
pressure on families across Aylesford. It is acts of kindness like this that will serve to enhance your
reputation further afield.”

Supporting the NHS and Local Charities
Folkestone RFC have produced NHS T-Shirts
to show their support for our fantastic Health
Service, with all profits going to the NHS.

Medway RFC thanked the NHS with a
Special Delivery...
Medway RFC delivered some of its stock to
Medway Hospital as a “Thank-you” for those
on the front line. NHS Team Manager, Jackie
Dalton said, “You have made everyone’s day.
I have not seen everyone so happy for a good
few weeks. Everyone says thanks.”
Club Members Phil Wells & Mark Marriott were
delighted to help with the delivery – a small
moment of joy shared.

Sharing Club House facilities...
Sheppey RFC offered their local charity,
Sheppey Matters, who teamed up with Age UK,
the use of their club facilities.
They used the club kitchen on Tuesdays and
Thursdays to prepare and cook nutritious
healthy meals from scratch, using locally
sourced ingredients which were then delivered
to the island’s elderly community.
Sheppey are proud to support these two
charites who provide support for the people on
the Isle.
https://www.ageuk.org.uk
https://www.sheppeymatters.org.uk

5

Helping the Community
During Lockdown
Tunbridge Wells RFC has a long-standing
partnership with Nourish Community Foodbank
but with the “Lockdown” hitting the community
hard members stepped up to volunteer to support
the team at Nourish.
“We were busy before the lockdown supporting
over 7,000 people in crisis per year across the
borough of Tunbridge Wells and Tonbridge” said
Operations Manager Dawn Stanford. “Since lockdown we have seen over a 100% increase in referrals, and we have also been asked to be part of
TWBC’s Frontline response team to COVID-19. At
the same time as demand has increased, we have
lost a lot of our usual food and monetary donation
locations e.g., churches, schools and businesses
plus we have had to work around many of our existing volunteers self-isolating due to age.”
Families from TWRFC came forward to help weighin and sort donations, stack shelves, pack and
deliver food parcels. Nourish are restricted to the
number of volunteers that can be in the packing
unit due to social distancing requirements.
Volunteers have worked in household groups,
so they aren’t limited by social distancing and
Nourish supplied gloves, aprons and sanitiser
on site. Deliveries are managed by knocking on
clients’ doors without the need for contact.
Here are just a couple of examples of TWRFC
families supporting Nourish:
The Weaver family has been out delivering food
parcels:
“I’ve always had massive respect for Nourish
Community Foodbank and the support it gives
our community so when Dawn asked the parents
of the U12s for drivers to help with deliveries,
I was really pleased to be able to help out a
couple of times a week” said Tam Weaver. “It is
fantastic that Nourish were able to turn to the
club for help to continue with their essential work
during lockdown”

The Dexter family has also been out and about
supporting deliveries:
Ele Dexter commented “We want to support our
community in any way we can and volunteering
for Nourish Community Foodbank seemed
like a great way to do something good on a
regular basis.”
The Raine family has been supporting weighingin, sorting stock and deliveries:
“I was amazed how busy the team are, it’s easy
to forget that even in an affluent area people are
struggling and need support from organisations
like Nourish” said Drew Raine “With lock down
presenting even more challenges we wanted to
help as much as we could and it’s great to see
the wider TWRFC family supporting a community
in need.”
For more information about the work of Nourish
Community Foodbank and how you can donate or
help, please go to:
www.nourishcommunityfoodbank.org.uk
Or follow them on Facebook:
@nourishcommunityfoodbank

Home Nations Lockdown
Challenge
TWRFC wanted to do something as a club to
support a local charity close to many hearts,
Hospice in the Weald. Like many other charities,
the lockdown has meant that vital sources of
funding have stopped.
Hospice in the Weald has been further impacted
by increased demand to support patients but also
to do so under strict Covid-19 controls requiring
PPE. Like all Hospices, Hospice in the Weald is
not part of the NHS, and the vast majority of
the running costs are funded from charitable
donations. With the impact of increased demand,
increased costs, and reduced donations the club
wanted to help Hospice in the Weald as they
work on the front line of the pandemic giving
patients a dignified death and supporting their
wider families.
To do this Tunbridge Wells RFC threw down the
“Home Nations Lockdown Challenge”. The aim
was to walk, run or cycle the equivalent of driving
from their St Marks Clubhouse to “virtually”
visit all four home nations stadiums – that’s 877
miles. There was so much support that the club
exceeded the miles target and are now heading
to Europe on their virtual challenge. A whole club
effort so far has raised an amazing £3,386.
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Vigo RFC Lockdown
Challenge
With all rugby postponed, one of Vigo RFC’s
Vice Presidents, Kelly Ackary, thought of a way
to keep the rugby club’s spirits up, and at the
same time raise some much-needed funds for
the NHS. Why not cycle, run, and walk around
the South-East, between all the Clubs against
whom Vigo have played? Over 100 clubs, over
970 km. But in lockdown, this is, of course,
impossible. So how about if each person logs
their daily exercise, add it all together and work
out a route?
It was originally intended for a small team over
ten days. But this is a rugby club. Competitive
juices started to flow, and suddenly over 60
members signed up, dividing into three teams,
and war was waged. With ages ranging from
5 to 72, from players to supporters and Social
Members of the rugby club, the three teams
raised over £500 in the first two days which was
their initial target.

It was soon realised that the target would
be reached within the ten days, such was the
enthusiasm (and, of course, competitiveness)
of the three teams. So, they added extras
– going to Twickenham, playing a game of
rugby against England (working out how much
distance is covered in a match by each player),
then returning to Vigo RFC. There was still one
day left, so they then did a Walk for Padge in
honour of a much-loved Club member, Martin
Paget, who died recently and was a keen walker.
So, it is finished now. The three teams covered
over 4000 km in total – the equivalent of
walking to Murrayfield from Twickenham 6
times, or Twickenham to Rome three times,
with a bit to spare to walk the Appian Way a
couple of times. In the process £2,030 was
raised for the NHS.
It was hard work; it was fun but, more
importantly, it was a way for the Club to say
Thank You to the NHS, several club members
being either in the NHS or essential worker

Sittingbourne Rugby Club raises funds for a community access defibrillator

The collapse of Denmark’s Christian Eriksen during the Euro 2020
football match against Finland bought home to all of us that no matter
how fit we are, illness can strike us at any time.
This incident persuaded Sittingbourne Rugby Club to consider the
purchase of a defibrillator to try to safeguard the wellbeing of our
playing members and, given our desire to engage with the community,
that of members of the public.
A team of cyclists from the club and led by James Hobson undertook a
fundraising cycle ride on 4 July with the proceeds being split between
the Wooden Spoon rugby charity and the remainder towards the
defibrillator.
We applied for Community Grants from Swale Borough Council and are
grateful of the positive responses received from Councillors Whiting,
Winckless, Hunt, Rowles and Carnell. We also received a generous
donation from Rotary Sittingbourne Invicta.
The defibrillator is placed on an external wall at Gore Court clubhouse.
It is registered with the local ambulance service and can be accessed by
a code which is obtained by ringing the telephone number on the unit.
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Club Facilities Improved
By Colin Whiteley – President/Press Officer of Thanet RUFC
Grants (and Self-Help)
Help Thanet Wanderers to
Update Facilities
Thanet Wanderers is one of just eight rugby
clubs nationally, which in April 2021 were
awarded a NatWest Rugby Force grant. This
was to support a nearly £42,000 project
to refurbish and make secure the club’s
changing and shower rooms to encourage
the growing participation of women in rugby.
The project, which was led by by Club Chair,
Chris Panteli and Development Director
Andy Bull, was also funded by the Paul
Keohane Sports Fund, Thanet Wanderers
and by Volunteer it Yourself (VIY). Their
contributions were then matched by Sport
England. Sport England and Volunteer it
Yourself (VIY) announced a £2million threeyear partnership in December 2020 that
aims to provide 4,000+ young volunteers
with the opportunity to gain experience in
actual work places and earn credits towards
City and Guild qualifications.
VIY, in co-operation with the club’s Facilities
Manager, Gerry Doyle, managed the project

that challenged young volunteers aged
between 14 and 24 to learn skills to help
fix local youth and community facilities that
require essential repairs.
With a project completion date of early-June,
and following a ‘Call to Arms’ by Club Chair,
Chris Panteli, he and Gerry were joined in
late-April by ten volunteer club members
(Andy Bull, Annmarie Carfoot, Rob Evans,
Patrick Liddle, Fraser Mcgee, Michelle
McLean, Steve Powell, Rob Walton, Michael
Whitehead and James Wood) who worked
well as a team and prepared the site in record
time.
The walls were then prepared for tiling by
Andy Bull, Chris Panteli and Steve Powell.
This required painting the ceiling before
removing old paint, priming and boarding
the walls, before waterproofing and tiling
them by a local contractor, Seb Vizzard.
Club Chairman, Chris Panteli, expressed
Wanderers’ thanks for the opportunity
to participate in a project that could help
towards a brighter future for local young
people. Work was completed on the site by
the end of June.

Rectory Resurrection
Despite the well-known problems for all grass
roots clubs, Askean RFC has enjoyed a number
of positives this season. After two decades
of having to ground share, the club found a
permanent home at the Rectory Field, in time
for the new season.
The facilities and welcome have been fantastic;
there are two bars for a start, as well as a pool
table! The pitch is pretty good too and was
once host to international matches before
games were moved to Twickenham. Obviously,
the number of spectators is fewer than back
then, but support is growing (which might be
something to do with the two bars!)
Following a generous donation from a former
player, the club established a registered charity
- ‘The Friends of Askeans’, to support Askean
RFC and rugby in the wider community. As with
many clubs, it is essential that Askeans expand
their playing base, and a major recruitment
drive is now under way for the New Year. If
anyone is looking to return to rugby or even take
it up from new, you will find a warm welcome at
Askeans.
The club has reintroduced match programmes
for home matches. These have given a good
boost for our players and supporters, as well as
opposition teams. The programmes also feature
all our new sponsors, who have helped the club
make a great start to life at our new home.
Good wishes to KCRFU and all Kent Clubs.
Steve Homewood
Chairman Askean RFC
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Celebrating Kent Rugby U18s Success in Association with Saracens Kent DPP

By Kirstin Hoyle – Saracens Kent DPP Administration Officer

In December 2021 I received a message
from one of the Saracens Kent PDG (Player
Development Group) coaches providing the
team sheet detailing the Kent County RFU U18
starting XV and substitutes who were playing
against Surrey on Sunday 5th December 2021.
The message underneath read “Recognise any
names?” I replied, “It would be easier to detail
the ones I don’t recognise!”

part of the Saracens Kent DPP, PDG or Saracens
PDG, which ones played at club level only and
which ones only played rugby at school. Add
to this the disrupted and almost non-existent
rugby playing seasons which were suffered
by all in 2019/20 and 2020/21, due to Covid
restrictions, and you have a group of coaches
who are assessing players on a completely level
playing field. (Pun intended!)

As I went through the team sheet it became
clear that at least 15 players of the 23 strong
team had been part of the Saracens Kent DPP
at one level or another. Several of them had
been part of the programme from U13s, and a
few had entered the programme as U14s, U15s
or U16s.

On 5th December 2021, Kent County U18s
played Surrey. Their Team Manager informed
me it was a very happy group of Kent players
“after beating Surrey 45-7!” The follow-up
game should have been on Sunday 19th
December against Sussex, but Covid infection
in the Sussex camp resulted in the game being
called off. The next run out for Kent U18s
was on Sunday 9th January 2022 when they
chalked up a 45-22 victory over Hampshire.

On discussing the team sheet, further with Jon
Rowlinson, Kent Rugby’s U18s Team Manager
I discovered that when the players had
attended the U18s trials, several weeks earlier,
the coaches and assessors from Kent Rugby,
Dermot Gillivan, Lee Jeffery, Adam Izzard and
Alex Veale had no prior knowledge of any
player’s background, rugby playing abilities
or the levels they had previously trained at.
They did not know which players had been

These players are doing a sterling job
representing their County and show casing their
rugby skills. They all have positive attitudes,
demonstrate great rugby abilities and ethos.
Their Kent Team Manager commends them for
their positive mind set through difficult trials
and match play.

With a high proportion of the players having
been part of the Saracens Kent DPP/PDG/
Saracens PDG during their early teens, they
are testament to the quality and level of
coaching provided by the Saracens Kent DPP
coaching team and latterly their Kent Rugby
coaches. In addition, these players are a
credit to their Rugby Clubs, Schools and all
those who have over the years had a hand in
developing the players’ rugby abilities, skills,
and positive attitudes.
Thanks, and applause must also go to their
parents who have supported the players
throughout their rugby journey, encouraging
their development, along with chauffeuring
and chaperoning them around Kent and
around other Counties too!
Saracens Kent DPP/PDG coaches and support
staff send their congratulations to these
players. You are providing the inspiration and
aspiration for players who are young teens now.
More of the same in the future please guys!
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England U20s Front Row
Graduated from Saracens/Kent DPP
and Saracens Academy

Harvey Beaton, Prop

Theodore Dan, Hooker

Sam Crean, Prop/Hooker

A product of Sutton Valence School,
Harvey signed his first contract
with Saracens in 2019. He played
regularly in the U18 Academy league,
where his performances resulted in
a place on the England U18 tour to
South Africa.

Theodore started playing rugby as a
5-year old at Blackheath. He played in
the U18 Academy league for Saracens
before making his England U18
debut against France in 2019.

Sam made his senior Rugby debut
while on loan from Saracens at
Bishops Stortford, before returning
to Saracens as part of the Saracens
Storm squad for the Premiership
Rugby Shield, coming off the bench
in the final. This was his first England
call-up.
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RFU President’s Charity Walk
To celebrate the 150th Anniversary of the RFU, its
President, His Honour Judge Jeff Blackett and his
wife, Sally undertook to walk 150 miles in 15 days.
Their aim was to meet as many clubs and counties as
possible, and to raise funds for the Injured Player’s
Foundation and to celebrate the 150th Anniversary of
the RFU.
The walk commenced on the 22nd of October in
Hampshire, where they were hosted by the Royal Navy
and Hampshire RUFC; and ended back at Twickenham
on the 5th of November, via Yorkshire and Lancashire
at one end of the country, and Cornwall at the other.
The Blacketts arrived in Kent on Sunday 24th October.
We showcased the best of Metropolitan Rugby-an
area where there is a greater density of clubs probably
than anywhere else in England.
The route commenced with a breakfast and welcome
at new County President, Doug Hursey’s club, Charlton
Park RFC and then took a 10-mile circular route led by
Hon. County Treasurer, Ben Ashby accompanied by
County Chairman and RFU Councillor, Roger Clarke,
Blackheath President Dr. Alan Thompson, RFU Club
Support Manager Mark Finnis, Paula Carter RFU
Management Board and husband Graham, and a
group led by Paul Wilson, President of Brockleians.
This circular route allowed visits to Shootershillians,
Brockleians, Old Elthamians Youth section at Eltham
College, Footscray, and finally to a buffet lunch at
Blackheath FC.
Thanks go to Kevin Cope and David Clent for
organising the walk and to all those clubs who met
Jeff and Sally on the way round. It was noticeable that
all the clubs visited had worked tirelessly during the
pandemic to refurbish, rebuild or do vital groundwork
to prepare them for the restart this September. Many
had also raised funds for the IPF, and at Elthamians
a cheque for £2,000 was handed to a delighted Jeff
and Sally as they opened the new junior clubhouse in
the Eltham College grounds.
At Blackheath Club, President Alan Thompson
welcomed Jeff and Sally along with representatives
of clubs throughout Kent to an Awards ceremony for
players and volunteers who had not yet received their
2019-20 playing and volunteer awards. A big thank
you to all who attended and gave up much of their
Sunday to do so.

To see all the pictures from the
President’s Charity Walk, go to:
https://bit.ly/3KwHlHC
Or scan the QR code with your
smartphone camera

11

Martin Johnson Welcomes Canterbury Partnership
Canterbury RFC is delighted to announce a new sponsorship and
community partnership designed to support young players across
South East England. It was launched at the club’s London City
lunch, where guest speaker, Martin Johnson, captain of England’s
World Cup winning team in 2003, was among the first to welcome
the initiative. The sponsorship is provided by BRS Education, an
education consultancy and tuition company founded by one of the
club’s former players.
The founder, Benn Smith, was a product of the club’s youth side,
who played for the first team between 2001 – 2014. Benn is now
a Headmaster and founded BRS Education to support and guide
families through the education system from primary to university,
and provides tuition to children who have struggled to access
education through the lock down period. BRS Education believes
passionately in ‘Developing Confidence and Individual Talents’ of
all children, both academically and on the sports field. During this
post pandemic period, BRS Education recognises the importance
that taking part in rugby can have in developing the mental
wellbeing of all those who take part.
In addition to the sponsorship of Canterbury’s mini and junior
sections, BRS Education will work collaboratively with the club
to form its own Junior Athlete Academy, which will provide an
academic and enhanced coaching programme to develop future
first team players. Alongside this, the club will be investing in
community coaches to support local primary and secondary schools
to further develop rugby in the community.
This new approach further demonstrates the commitment
Canterbury RFC has for a ‘one club’ mentality with a vision to be
at the heart of the local and wider Kent community. “Canterbury
Rugby Club provided me with a starting point for my playing and
academic career, being my local club as I studied at University,” said
Benn. “They not only provided me with the camaraderie through
playing, but also supported my leadership credentials both on and
off the pitch, shaping my career to what it is today. I am delighted
through BRS Education to be able to do my part to give back to the
local community and support those young players and families as
they begin their education and playing journey. My thanks go to the
club and the spectators who enabled me to develop my confidence
and develop my individual talents.”
Welcoming the new partnership Canterbury chairman, Giles
Hilton, said, “This is a major boost for both rugby and education
opportunities in the area and underlines our commitment to being
an integral part of the community.”
David Haigh, Press Officer, CRFC

Connect With
Kent RFU Online
Our Website:
https://www.kent-rugby.org

https://www.facebook.com/KentRFU/

@KentRugby

https://www.instagram.com/kent.rugby/
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Sussex vs Kent
(February 1866)
credited by the RFU
as the first County
game to be played
in Rugby Union
By Roger Clarke
Chair KCRFU Executive Committee
It has been brought to my attention by the Sussex Chair,
Gary Henderson, and the Rugby Museum Curator and
archivist, Phil McGowan that, although Yorkshire believes
it holds the record, Sussex and Kent played the first interCounty game on the 3rd of February 1866, in Brighton.
Sussex was represented by 14 players predominantly from
the Brighton club and captained by HC Blaker with Kent,
represented by 12 travellers, captained by JF Paterson and
based on Blackheath FC.
The official entry in the RFU archive reads as follows:
‘For the first time in our knowledge has a Football match
taken place between Counties, and this may be attributed
to the exertions of Mr Fred Lillywhite followed up, we are
informed by the assistance of Mr Leigh of the Brighton
Football Club and the gentlemen comprising it. The weather
was most boisterous; so much so, that all thoughts of play
were at one time extinguished. A telegraphic despatch,
however arrived at Lilly’s at 3 o’clock stating that the
Blackheath gentlemen were on the road, and they hoped
to meet their opponents on the field. This (all honour to
Sussex), they did, and the necessary arrangements having
been completed. Kent won the toss, and play commenced
at 4 o’clock. The Kent side comprised: FM Campbell- LA
Campbell- EL Dunn-C Fryer-D Lyall-JF Paterson-WC Scott-CJ
Scott-W Smith-JV Walmsley- Muggeridge and Millward.
Kent won the toss, and kicked with the wind, up the hill.
Forty minutes of play took place with varied success…
perhaps Kent having a trifle the best of it, they being more
weighty material. At 4 40 at the call of the timekeeper, a
change of sides took place, and Kent soon ran a rouge. It
was cleverly done and at 25 yards kick a goal was obtained.
The play continued until 5 15 when time was called.
Kent proving victorious by one goal to Sussex’s none.
The ground, of course, was in a very slippery state, but
some science was displayed by both sides. Mr HC Blaker’s
running was particularly noticeable, as was Mr Layall’s for
Kent. The goal was admirably kicked by Mr Paterson, there
being no dispute as to it going directly over the prescribed
limits. Three hearty cheers were given to the winners by
the Sussex gentlemen and Kent, on leaving per bus, for
the Old Ship Hotel, returned the compliment, with their
Kentish fire, which honour they also did to Lillywhite for his
general arrangements. The return match will take place at
Blackheath, on March 3rd.’

Having read this carefully reconstructed report and having
played and watched in Kent for many years, it strikes me
that little has changed over the last 155 years! It also
doesn’t surprise me that Blackheath FC (known as ‘the Club’
and one of the founder members of the RFU) were at the
centre of the team which represented Kent. I hope that both
Counties will find some way to celebrate this piece of our
history together with Sussex, either at the scheduled U 20
game between both Counties on 6th February at Charlton
Park RFC or at some other appropriate time.
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The Great Rugger Run is a 500-mile run completed in 5 weeks, The subject of Mental Health has never been more prominent,
from rugby club to rugby club across the south of England to yet there is still stigma attached to its discussion. Tim supports
raise money for amazing mental health charities.
4 incredible charities and shared all the funds raised between
these Charites.
Tim Tunnicliff felt inspired to do something memorable and
meaningful and this challenge combines his love of running blOKes – https://www.blokes.life/
and travel to give something back to rugby, the game he says
has given him so much.
LooseHeadz – https://looseheadz.co.uk/
Day 1 started on September 19th in Land’s End through to
Day 35 on October 23rd in Kent, where he visited 5 clubs (Old
Alleyanians, Brockleians, Blackheath, Shooters Hill, Charlton
Park), before finishing at Old Colfeians. Tim covered 542 miles
and visited 104 clubs with only 2 rest days along the way.
That’s an average of 16 miles a day, which is a commendable
achievement.

Brave Mind – https://www.bravemind.co.uk/
Give A Ruck – https://www.givearuck.com/
Dave Hodgkiss
OCRFC
See Tim’s journey on YouTube:
https://bit.ly/3qO0YTF
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Kent County RFU Awards
2019-2020 Season
Kent County RFU has been steadily getting around the County
to present various league awards from the 2019-2020 season
which were delayed due to COVID.
The remaining league awards, Kent Volunteer, and Mitsubishi
Awards were presented in October by the RFU President, Jeff
Blackett, at Blackheath Rugby Club, where the Kent leg of his
charity walk was completed.
Well done to all the Award Winners for the 2019-20 season.
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Metropolitan Police (Hayes) - Winners of Kent 6 Met

Cranbrook 1XV - Kent Salver Joint Winner

Sevenoaks 2 - Winners of Kent Invicta

Cranbrook – Steen Mickelborg - Runner up Kent Mini Rugby Volunteer

Aylesford Bulls 1st - Winners of Kent Shield

Cranbrook – James Fraser - Runner up Kent Spirit of Rugby Volunteer

East Peckham & Paddock Wood - Runners up Kent 5 Rural West

Cranbrook – Lindsey & Nigel Posey, Runner up Kent Senior Rugby Volunteer

