KENT COUNTY RFU
INFORMATION SENDOUT
APRIL 2024

1. RFU COUNCIL MEETING, FRIDAY 19TH APRIL

The most recent RFU Council Meeting was held at
Twickenham on Friday 19th April.

A summary report of items discussed and actions taken
is linked to this item on our website. Amongst the
areas for discussion were the new proposals for the
Professional Game agreement and progress being made
in negotiation over the future structure of Tier 2 ‘ the
Championship”, agreement on Minimum Governance and
facilities standards. In addition as the Women’s World
Cup fast approaches in 2025 an update on progress and
achievement of targets.

From a Community game standpoint, an update was
given on the review of the Future Competition structure
with particular discussion prior to final report in June on
Lower XV’s and the ceiling to which lower sides can go -
currently Level 7. It was confirmed that, in general, travel
times and competitiveness of leagues through the Future
Competition Structure proposals had worked well. It was
confirmed that any implementation of proposed changes
would not take place until season 2025-26.

Please read the summary of discussion and relevant
decision making on the link below, and if you have any
guestions or comments, please do raise them with me.

Roger Clarke
RFU Council Member for Kent
Rogerclarke@rfu.com

2. INVITATIONS TO KCRFU ANNUAL AWARDS DINNER
2024

Our Senior men’s and Senior women’s teams annual
awards dinner is being held on Thursday 23rd May, once
again at the Ashford International Hotel. It would be great
to have both sections of your club represented.

Please advise by Monday 29th April how many places you
would like by contacting Tracy at the Kent County Office.
(office@kent-rugby.org) Names of those attending will be
required by no later than 13th May. Please keep to the
deadlines, which are set to assist Tracy in organising this
large event.

Please ensure your nominated attendees are informed of
details so that all nhominated invitees are in attendance
and arrive on time!

3.VOLUNTEER AWARDS 2023-24

Thank you to everyone who took the time to nominate
volunteers at their clubs for the Honda and/or Kent 2023-
24 awards season. Once again, we’ve been delighted to
read through the stories, and we look forward to meeting
those nominated at one of the two awards evenings -
thank you to Swanley and Aylesford, who are hosting this
year’s events.

Of course, there are many people outside of the ones
we’ve been told about who help to keep rugby being
played and the community strong - we’d like to take this
opportunity to thank you all.

19th June Awards evening at Swanley RFC
20th June Awards evening at Alyesford Bulls RFC.

Pamela Kilmister - KCRFU Volunteer Officer



4. REVISED TOURING WITH CHILDREN GUIDANCE

The RFU has published important new guidance on
planning and running safe tours with children. This
includes separate advice on arranging overnight stays that
involve children or adults at risk, and emphasises the need
for clubs to conduct thorough risk assessments, ensuring
precautions taken are satisfactory to reduce the risk of
harm. There is also a set of helpful FAQs. All of the RFU
material should be read in conjunction with the advice
and instructions that are provided by the KCRFU’s online
application system, all of which can be found on our
website HERE!

5. APPLICATIONS FOR RFU WOMEN'S LEAGUES

The deadline for submitting applications for entry into the
women’s leagues for the 2024-25 season is no later than
23.59hrs, this Sunday 28th April.

With only a few Kent teams who have so far submitted
their applications, please check that you have done yours
and submit your application before the deadline.

All new and existing teams are invited to complete the
online entry form to confirm they wish to take part in the
2024-25 season competition. (The person completing this
form will ideally be the primary contact during the season
for other clubs)

Women's

League Entry

Please click on the survey link above to submit your entry:

6. UPLOAD YOUR FIXTURE DATA NOW

Members clubs’ international ticket allocation is fixed for
two seasons, and these allocations are determined by the
number of 15-a-side rugby matches played.

The deadline for entering all 2023- 24 matches is Friday 24
May 2024, so if your club has not yet done so, please give
the person who does this important role a nudge!

The Ticketing Team will send an indicative allocation in the
summer based on the data inputted by your club and it is

important that you remember to register your age grade
players for their fixtures to be included in the tally.

Using the 2023-24 data, we will forecast and share the
indicative number of international tickets community
clubs and geographic Constituent Bodies (CBs) can expect
to receive. The actual allocations will be finalised once the
results from the 2024-25 season have been collected.
Apart from determining ticket allocations, inputting your
club’s matches will provide the RFU with a clear view of
the health of the game.

Please see:
How do | Create and Edit a fixture on GMS? HERE

For support on accessing GMS and other FAQs, please see
RFU Community Rugby Help

7. HEALTH CARE TRAINING DAY

Club Physios are invited to attend the Kent Rugby Health
Care Professionals Training Day at KIMS Hospital on
Saturday 29th June. Please use the below link to reserve
your place :

LINK: Kent Rugby Health Care Professionals Training Day

Led by Guy Slater, Consultant Orthopaedic Surgeon,
this training day is specifically designed for Kent Rugby
Physiotherapists. The event will give you a unique
opportunity to learn from clinicians and health care
experts and collaborate with colleagues, as well as giving
you the opportunity to expand your professional network.

By attending this training day, you will also earn CPD
points, adding value to your professional development.

For a full itinerary of the day please view on our website
HERE.

8. AGE-GRADE SUMMER ACTIVITY FRAMEWORK

The Age Grade Summer Activity Framework for 2024
applies to any age grade rugby activity in the off-season.
The guide, overview and supporting information is
available to view on the Summer Activity page. HERE!

The framework outlines opportunities and progression
from May to August. Each month indicates the maximum
you can do that month with the option to continue with
elements of the previous month’s activity to help with
players that come and go throughout the summer.

It is not compulsory to do summer rugby, it is a choice.
Some will opt for a full rest, some will dip in and out
and some will want regular weekly activity. Providing a
balanced menu of training and playing that considers other
activities throughout this period, will help players stay
connected and reduce the injury risk during the season.
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The Summer is not to create an extended season, it is to
help the re-engagement with rugby and safe progression
towards full contact and the new season from September. HONDA

Rugby Grounds
Please download the diagram above and share with your e

age grade rugby network and enjoy the off-season!

9. HONDA RUGBY GROUNDS CONNECTED EVENTS

We are delighted to announce our events for 2024, fully
loaded with amazing people, great machinery demos, and

the opportunity to connect with others in the industry! 17 18:00-21:00 1‘ 09:30-15:00
MAY
Connect with others across the rugby grounds industry, APR GARLISLE RFG SANDAL RUFG

learn fro.m the industry best and grow your knowledge o) 10:30-15:30 11 A 09:00-15:00
and confidence. -@ DIDCOT REC

CROWBOROUGHRFG  gun

Please note that whilst groundspeople are the focus, we

welcome committee members and key volunteers from 03:00-15:00

rugby clubs as some of our events have special sessions 2 LUTTERWORTH REG

that they will find useful. S e TR S R T T R s 1
EXPERT SPEAKERS = LIVE MACHINERY DEMOS = FREEBIES

The nearest event for Kent Clubs is at Crowborough RFC on o RUGBY SPEGIFIG LEARNING = WIN PRIZES

Weds 5th June 2024 from 10.30am.

Book your free place to any of the events.

KEEP UP WITH THE COUNTY CHAMPIONSHIP GAMES THIS MONTH

CHECK OUR WEBSITE EVENTS CALENDAR FOR DETAILS

RFURugbyGrounds@RFU.com CONNECT LEARN ~ GROW






