
Match Report: Kent Triumph in Thrilling Encounter with Eastern Counties 

In a pulsating encounter brimming with attacking flair and dramatic momentum shifts, Kent 
secured a thrilling 45-40 victory over a determined Eastern Counties side. The match, 
played at a relentless pace, saw the lead change hands multiple times before Kent held on for 
a memorable win. 

Kent exploded out of the gates, scoring twice in the opening eight minutes. Hacker crossed 
first after a slick attacking move and then turned provider with a searing break and offload 
to Van Ziji, giving Kent a 14-0 lead after Ward converted both efforts. 

Eastern Counties fought back, earning a penalty try in the 20th minute and then powering 
over through the centre to level at 14-14 following a dominant scrum. But Kent responded 
instantly, with Brandon finishing off a sustained attack. Ward again converted to edge Kent 
ahead 21-14. 

The visitors levelled once more with a well-worked lineout try, making it 21-21 at halftime. 

The second half began in dramatic fashion. Two quick yellow cards left Kent briefly down to 
13 men, and Eastern Counties capitalised with a converted try to take the lead for the first 
time, 28-21. 

Kent rallied brilliantly. A sharp scrum platform put Nematswerari in space to score and tie it 
at 28-28. Minutes later, Nematswerari pounced on a loose ball and dashed under the posts for 
his second, giving Kent a 35-28 lead. 

Eastern Counties hit back immediately, capitalising on a restart error to score a swift 
unconverted try (35-33), but Kent surged again through Ward, who dotted down after quick 
phase play. Though the conversion was missed, Nathan added another try from close range, 
Ward converting to make it 45-33. 

Eastern Counties wouldn’t go away, slicing through for a late try to cut the margin to five 
points. However, Kent’s defence held firm in the dying minutes, securing a dramatic and 
deserved win. 

Final Score: Kent 45 – 40 Eastern Counties 

Player of the Match: Nematswerari (Kent) – Two crucial tries and outstanding defensive 
effort 
 

Turning Point: Nematswerari’s turnover try in the second half, swinging the momentum 
back in Kent’s favour 
 

Quote of the Day: “It was about heart today — we stuck together when it mattered,” said 
Kent captain post-match. 

 


