Guidance to Clubs and Age Grade Coaches
THE HALF GAME RULE

For the 2019-20 season Regulation 15 will incorporate the
"Half Game rule”, the wording of which reads as follows:

15.12 Half Game Rule

15.12.1 Other than set out in Regulation 15.12.2, all clubs, teams, schools and colleges must
ensure that each player selected in every match day squad plays at least half of the Available
Playing Time. This requirement is mandatory across the entire age grade game and in respect
of all contact and non-contact age grade matches, including 7 a-side matches and
festivals/tournament matches.

15.12.2 In respect of the U18 Academy Competition only, all clubs must ensure that each player
selected in every match day squad plays at least 20% of the Available Playing Time.

15.12.3 ‘Available Playing Time’ means the total amount of playing time available to a team on
any particular day. Where a team is participating in multiple matches in one day, the total
available playing time will be the total number of minutes across all matches played by the team
on that day; and in all cases (a) includes playing time spent off the pitch due to a temporary
injury or yellow card and (b) excludes playing time that would have been available had a match
not be abandoned or shortened due to bona fide reasons or in accordance with Regulation
15.11.3.

15.12.4 Regulation 15.12.1 will not apply in the event that a player is permanently removed from
the match:

(a) due to an injury incurred during the match;
(b) as a result of a bona fide risk of injury; or

(c) as a result of a red card or in the event of the referee requesting that a player be
permanently removed from the match.

Clubs need to consider;

v" The RFU consider this Regulation a major catalyst to change in the age grade game
and expect the outcome to be a change of approach in the way age grade rugby is
managed, away from winning matches towards child —centred development. Rugby
Union is a late development sport and every child should be given an equal
opportunity to develop their skill even though some will develop at different speeds
and to different levels.

v' An FAQ is available on the RFU website along with downloadable posters.
https://www.englandrugby.com/participation/coaching/age-grade-rugby/half-game

v" The seriousness with which the RFU take this Regulation is reflected in the Disciplinary
Sanctions (shown below) to be applied in the event of a breach.

v" The above Regulation applies to ALL matches — competition and friendlies.
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