KENT COUNTY RFU
INFORMATION SENDOUT
FEBRUARY 2026

1. ELECTRONIC MATCH CARDS

All clubs and League Secretaries are advised that recent
changes have been implemented to GMS which will affect
electronic match cards for all adult players and Age Grade
players Playing into Adult.

The changes integrate the Discipline and EMC modules
of GMS whereby a player suspended following CB or RFU
Disciplinary proceedings, will be highlighted in yellow
and indicate they are suspended when added to a match
card in the EMC module . Obviously, this change is to flag
suspended players and prevent them being selected to
play when suspended.

However, we are aware there have been a number of
instances in other CBs where a player whose suspension
has been served is still showing in the EMC module as the
suspensions remaining in force. While the RFU resolves
this glitch, if a club is faced with such an instance it must
report it to the Discipline Secretary, referencing club name,
player and RFU ID number. The Disciplinary Secretary, will
confirm the status of any suspension and if EMC is showing
an incorrect marker will arrange for the RFU to address the
issue.

In order to ensure accuracy and enable players to return
to play at the appropriate time, Clubs are reminded that
it is their responsibility to provide any Disciplinary Panel
with details of the meaningful matches likely to be missed
before or at the relevant hearing. If these are not provided,
not known or cross into another season the return to play
date in GMS will be set sufficiently far ahead to ensure
the number of matches will be covered and the player will
remain suspended until the relevant number of matches
are identified by the Club.

Andrew Gent

Discipline Secretary
Kent County RFU

2. READY2REF COURSES IN DANGER OF CANCELLATION
DUETO LOW NUMBERS

Referees are vital to the game at every level. We
currently have two upcoming Ready2Ref courses,
but both require minimum numbers to run. Without
sufficient bookings, either or both courses may be
cancelled.

If you, or someone at your club, have been thinking about
refereeing — this is the moment to step forward!

Thanet — Ready2Ref Course
Date: 14 March 2026
Booking deadline: 2 March 2026

Ashford RFC — Ready2Ref Course
Date: 4 April 2026
Booking deadline: 24 March 2026


https://gms.rfu.com/GMS/Account/Login?qs=0tK57CORey5OJdt0itQbl8PWIgw1oiAWmN5Ob8U9D3uyQ2ufl8Mq9IQE4l6VRILaz0AM6LzbqTLlRsBSM1WlkZazZzfE5Lh76h%2f70ea1rnx9mDTdcySddNvFVM%2bhmUBVessi8DL3tfbSl9tc%2bqq6RvUVeDT9N2flA1OCIaiYl02P5A8mzuA1MuI41LcU9Y%2bo
https://gms.rfu.com/GMS/Account/Login?qs=0tK57CORey5OJdt0itQbl8PWIgw1oiAWmN5Ob8U9D3uyQ2ufl8Mq9IQE4l6VRILaz0AM6LzbqTLlRsBSM1WlkVDjve7G4Jdhd2bElQE3tl085DGvgZtgc33X04DGpDZd6h6yH6o3w3q0BdWVGtaHlDNK2zI1b6CGC3WhSlgNvlkdqZFyWo3E60aTH1cMgdf7
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3. CLUB MATCH OFFICIAL PROGRAMME RETURNS

A Programme Built Around Club Referees

Do you have club referees that would benefit from support
and continuous development?

Following a highly successful first year, the programme
continues to provide dedicated support and development
opportunities for club-based referees across Kent.

The Club Match Official Programme (CMOP) is specifically
structured to support referees within their club
environment. Participants continue refereeing for their
clubs while benefiting from additional development
and mentoring. The club referee network supports one
another if their club is short of a referee for a game.

The aim is simple:

Better-supported referees - better match experiences -
stronger club rugby

What’s The Commitment?

The programme is designed to be accessible and
manageable:

Attendance at a couple of training sessions
Active participation in a dedicated WhatsApp support
group.

Interested? Contact Tracy Pettingale
office@kent-rugby.org

4. KENT COUNTY RFU U17 BOYS NOMINATIONS ARE
OPEN

Kent County RFU invites coaches/teachers to nominate
players for consideration for the U17 Boys Representative
Team. Trials will take place 26th April at Gravesend
Grammar School.

Trials are by invitation only. Not all nominated players will
be invited to trial

All nominations will be cross-referenced with Kent County
scouts, who have been observing players at school and
club fixtures

To ensure fairness and manage numbers, nominations are
limited to a maximum of three players per school/club

Further details, will be shared with invited players.

Thank you for your continued support in identifying and
developing young players within Kent.

NOMINATE HERE

5. KENT COUNTY RFU VOLUNTEER AWARDS
NOMINATIONS ARE OPEN

Volunteers are essential to the success and sustainability
of rugby clubs and their activities. This is demonstrated
by the time, willingness and commitment that volunteers
dedicate to the game, from coaches and referees to
committee members, parent / guardian helpers and many
more.

Every year the Kent County RFU is proud to recognise
these dedicated and selfless volunteers from across our
grassroots clubs, who are nominated by their peers for
going above and beyond in their activities to support the
game that we love.

The awards to be presented this year, and a brief outline of
what each one represents, are listed HERE.

Please click below to nominate an individual (or group of
people) you know has gone above and beyond.

Nominations are open from 16th February 2026 and close
at 17:00 on Friday 13th March 2026.

The presentation evenings will be held on 10th and 11th
June.

KENT COUNTY RFU

Volunteer Awards
2025-26

YOUR OPPORTUNITY TO SAY

j Emergency Funding

Self employed?
Cannot work due to rugby injury?
Loss of income?

Access an application fQ@ZﬂERE‘
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https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeJFfgacE3F6QpIK-65LqqzHKUYWfcrdfnEy9QIlznCMffhjQ/viewform
https://www.kent-rugby.org/kent-county-rfu-volunteer-awards/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSceQhd3kMcuT90ixNP8n6OamBiwh5w6n35sUKg-s4e7I33IKA/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdEkUfkHIhdgQn8tTv90A2pWlIdjOmZKDQqbvNdG6RzrW8cXQ/viewform

6. KCRFU CHAIR OF COMPETITIONS: APPLICATIONS
INVITED

The Executive Committee invites applications from suitably
qualified and experienced person to lead the committee
which overseas the CB-administered Metropolitan and
Rural leagues (including, also, liaison with the London
& SE Regional Operating Committee (ROC) in respect of
the RFU Club Championship, i.e. Counties Kent 1-5) and
is responsible for organising each year the CB’s Finals Day
(Kent Cup, Shield, Plate, Vase, and Salver competitions),
and Veterans’ Cup competition.

The Chair also sits as a member of the CB’s Game
Development Committee.

How to apply. Please submit your application (by email),
setting out why you are interested in the role and
providing details of your experience and skill set, to Nigel
Fray (Honsec@kent-rugby.org) by 31st March 2026.

If you'd like first to discuss the role, please contact Jarrod
Lawrence, Chair of the Game Development Committee at
game-development-chair@kent-rugby.org .

This is a voluntary role.

/. FREE COACH DEVELOPMENT OPPORTUNITY

a5

43rd Mini Festival 29th March 2026
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Building a game model that
transforms how your teams play

Building A Game Model That Transforms How Your Teams
Play

This session will challenge how you think about the game
and provide clear, practical insight into creating a game
model that drives decision-making, player understanding,
and performance on the pitch. This will be a classroom
based sessionto be held on:

Monday 13 April
7.30pm
Aylesford Bulls RFC

Places are limited

To book your place, email:
director-representative-rughy@kent-rugby.org

Level 3 First Aid
at Work (RQF)

This is a comprehensive 3-day course that fully
meets RFU requirements on its own.

@ All-in-One Qualification

Covers all essential trauma management, so no
additional courses are needed.

Your Check: Simply verify the certificate says
“First Aid at Work (RQF)" and is in date.

Final Compliance Checklist

A volunteer is compliant if they have ONE of the following:

Find Approved Training Providers. Search online for local RFU-approved trainers for your volunteers. ;

Rugby Safe: A Guide to First Aid Compliance

As a Rugby Safe Lead, ensure your club's pitch-side first aiders are properly certified with one of two approved qualification

e routes to meet RFU Regulation 9 standards. This guide breaks down what to look for on each certificate. RUGBY
Eﬁig]and SAFE
ugby Route A: The Gold Standard Route B: The Volunteer Standard

(& A) The full Level 3 First Aid at Work (RQF) certificate.
(4 B) Both the Level 3 EFAW and the Pitch-side CPD certificates.

9

Level 3 Z :
Emergency First + Pitch-side
Aid at Work (EFAW) | CPD

This two-part qualification is the
common route for club volunteers.

This two-part qualification is
First Aid at Work (EFAW)

CPD Bolt-On is Essential # CPD Covers:
Head & spinal injuries,

The CPD adds crucial rugby-specific concussions (The 4 R's),
training missing from the 1-day EFAW course. & and fractures/dislocations.

Your Check: You must see certificates for BOTH
the EFAW course and the Pitch-side CPD.



https://www.kent-rugby.org/kent-mini-festival/

8. LASTCHANCE FOR COACH DEVELOPMENTUNTIL2027

In March, we’re running the last in-person Principles of
Scrummaging and Principles of the Lineout courses across
Kent. These crucial face-to-face learning sessions will be
your last opportunity before the England Rugby learning
platform launches in July. After that, these face-to-face
courses won't return until early 2027. Don’t miss this vital
chance—book your place today!

England Rugby Principles of Scrummaging
Ashford RFC - Wed 4th March 7pm. Book Here
Dartfordians RFC -Wed 11th March 7pm. Book Here

PRINGIPLES OF
SCRUMMAGING

'@ England

% Rugby

England Rugby Principles of the Lineout
Old Colfeians RFC - Wed 18th March 7pm. Book Here
Tunbridge Wells RFC - Wed 25th March 7pm. Book Here

PRINGIPLES OF
THE LINEQUT

g{g% England

Rugby

9. UPCOMING WEBINARS
Grant Funding 2nd March 7-8pm REGISTER HERE

T1 Rugby Age-Grade Club Delivery - Wednesday 4th March
7-8pm REGISTER HERE

Review your club Leadership Structure 11th March 6:30-
8:30pm REGISTER HERE

Review your club Leadership Structure 13th April 6:30-
8:30pm REGISTER HERE

T1 Rugby Club Delivery — Monday 20th April 7-8pm
REGISTER HERE

11. DATES FOR YOUR DIARY - SUPPORTYOUR TEAMS
Sunday 15th March 2026
Kent U20 v Hampshire U20 at Ashford RFC at 2pm.

10th May 2026

Kent U17 Boys v Eastern Counties at Charlton Park.
11:00am

17th May 2026
Essex U17 Boys v Kent U17 Boys Venue TBC

24th May 2026

Kent U17 Boys v Sussex U17 Boys at Charlton Park at
11:00am

23rd May 2026
Cornwall v Kent, Venue TBC

30th May 2026
Kent v Cornwall @ Charlton Park RFC kick off at 2pm.

Kent Women'’s dates yet to be announced

- Henderson Rowe

Power. Protection. Personalisation.

Make your investments work harder today:

Phone: +44 20 7207 2200
Email: info@hendersonrowe.com

www.hendersonrowe.com



https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_hy0OZxAFRpmhwrKqnqBf1A
https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_PW2XOl9aTfKVbrJG87WY9A
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/review-your-club-leadership-structure-tickets-1977916773313?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/review-your-club-leadership-structure-tickets-1977917637899?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_wfX4D-9aTO-PH589nPy9og
https://bit.ly/EnglandRugbyScrummagingAshford2026
https://bit.ly/EnglandRugbyScrummagingDartfordians2026
https://bit.ly/EnglandRugbyLineoutOldColfes2026
https://bit.ly/EnglandRugbyLineoutTWells2026









