
K E N T  C O U N T Y  R F U

I N F O R M A T I O N  S E N D O U T 

A P R I L  2 0 2 6

1. ANNUAL LEAGUE AWARDS DINNER AT ASHFORD 
INTERNATIONAL HOTEL ON THURSDAY 21ST MAY.
It is ti me once again to celebrate the achievements of our 
senior men’s & women’s teams across the county. We are 
pleased to invite your club to the 2026 Annual Awards 
Dinner – a special evening to recognise and honour the 
accomplishments of our rugby community, over the past 
year. With thanks to our principle sponsor, Shepherd 
Neame for genrously providing welcome drinks to kick 
off  the evning in style, this event is a highlight of our 
calendar and a wonderful opportunity to connect, refl ect, 
and celebrate rugby in Kent. Last year clubs booked whole 
tables of 8 and reported to us that they had had a great 
evening.

Event Details:
Date: 21st May 2026
Time: 7:00 PM
Venue: The Ashford Internati onal Hotel
Dinner & Awards Ceremony Included
Cost: £28 per person (subsidised by Kent County RFU)

Complimentary Places: Each club will receive two free 
places for every league or cup competi ti on in which they 
were either the winner or runner-up.Additi onal places can 
be booked at the subsidised rate.

This event is a highlight of our calendar and a wonderful 
opportunity to connect, refl ect, and celebrate rugby 
in Kent. Last year clubs booked whole tables of 8 and 
reported to us that they had had a great evening.

It is extremely diffi  cult to arrange a dinner of around 
250 att endees, so please confi rm by no  later than 4th 
May, how many places you require (including your 
complimentary allocati ons) by contacti ng me at the Kent 
County Offi  ce:offi  ce@kent-rugby.org 

(Please note: KCRFU have to pay for all dinner places so 
any no shows will be charged the full rate of £38 pp)

Final names of att endees noti ng any dietary 
requirements will be required no later than 11th May. 
Your ti mely response is crucial to ensuring a smooth and 
enjoyable evening for everyone.

We very much look forward to celebrati ng with you! 

2. MARTYN’S LAW
Martyn’s Law (the Terrorism (Protecti on of Premises) 
Act 2025) is now on the statue books and must be 
implemented by April 2027. Sports clubs throughout the 
country are trying to work out what the impact of this 
new legislati on will be. It is important, therfore,  that they 
understand how to manage the new responsibiliti es the 
Act creates, balanced against the level of risk and already 
heavy burden on club volunteers.

To support this, the Howden Insurance Sport team is 
hosti ng a webinar on Tuesday 19th May with solicitors 
Clyde & Co and health & safety consultancy, Praxis42, to 
explore the issues clubs face to provide clear, practi cal 
guidance to support organisati ons of all shapes and sizes. 
We invite you to share this webinar with your clubs and 
networks.

Event details
Date: Tuesday 19th May 2026
Time: 18:00 - 19:00
Venue: REGISTER HERE FOR THE WEBINAR

https://email.howdengroup.co.uk/e3t/Ctc/LV+113/cpkhy04/VWXTlq7-X3ByW2crBL75y4xmhW3LfLlX5MlhYfN3cFw6z3lYM-W8wLKSR6lZ3lDW8lxTr7730zxJW1nCgTn4p2r6LW95KhWt56NjLYW7PrkF-6-KzvBW7pkSKg7DhmRSW5fvrCN2y8jtLW5Y_Hp3268mf3W2yk8k46K354lN8d7q_nt_-KFW7wL5tB4qJ4_rW3v6QhZ8t1vtTW1MjJT88XT0_7W8qLb7S8vqmD0N83xTYlnLrvYW3kkFyl3fJbyqN3jbTr5FZy2WN9jhGMztjS--W1LJMpP2TcHbJW3GlF_Y2LlTXzW1SCQYj6Q1k8FW6bHtfN23_BDXW6T-_LF99V8hWV732p-2MT5m_W3q00rz50g8vZW3JSmnn41Mf8TW3Sgwcj9hZnyCVv0ymx43j7TZVY1LWf6SSdxWf3X8QLb04


– Kicking– U10s/11s coach introducing the kick? Or 
wanti ng to know how to coach this?

– Catch & Pass– Suitable for all coaches who have 
completed foundati on courses for their age groups!

Only 30 places on both days!

Friday 8th May – London @ Blackheath FC htt ps://bit.ly/
ERSkillDevelopmentDayMetKent   
Individual courses:

9.30am – htt ps://bit.ly/ERTackleSafeMetKent  

12pm – htt ps://bit.ly/ERKickingMetKent 

2.30pm – htt ps://bit.ly/ERCatchPassMetKent

Friday 5th June – Rural Kent @ Ashford RFC htt ps://bit.ly/
ERSkillDevelopmentDayRuralKent
Individual courses:

9.30am – htt ps://bit.ly/ERTackleSafeRuralKent

12pm – htt ps://bit.ly/ERKickingRuralKent

2.30pm – htt ps://bit.ly/ERCatchPassRuralKent

You can book all three together, or choose to book one or 
two of them, depending on what course is best for you!

Only 10 places are available for each course, and 10 for the 
whole day – so you need to act fast! 

England Rugby Coach Developer Chris Spedding will be 
leading both days of learning and development! 

3.ROAD TO THE CHAMPIONSHIP: BLACKHEATH’S PLAY-
OFF JOURNEY BEGINS
As the league season concludes across the community 
game, it’s been a strong and exciti ng period for Kent clubs 
in the play-off s.

Tunbridge Wells have already secured a win in their 
opening play-off  fi xture against London Scotti  sh Lions 
and now travel to Letchworth Garden City this Saturday, 
playing for the opportunity to face Henley for a place in 
Nati onal 2.

At Regional 2 level, both Gravesend and Old Colfeians 
progressed through their fi rst play-off  matches with 
wins over Horsham and Brighton respecti vely, before 
Old Colfeians came out on top in an all-Kent encounter. 
They now go forward with the chance to enter Regional 1 
next season, alongside Sidcup who secured promoti on as 
league winners.

At the top end of the game, Blackheath Rugby have 
secured an impressive 2nd place fi nish in Nati onal League 
One, earning themselves a home play-off  against Plymouth 
Albion.

With so much success across the county, Kent clubs are 
warmly encouraged to come along and show their support 
as Blackheath represent us in this crucial next step on 
Saturday 9 May. It’s a great opportunity to come together 
and back one of our leading clubs at a pivotal moment.

The winner of this match will go on to face the loser of 
the Championship play-off  (either Richmond or London 
Scotti  sh) in South West London on 23 May, with a place in 
The Champ at stake.

Blackheath Rugby v Plymouth Albion
Saturday 9 May
Bar opens 12:00, Kick-off  15:00
Tickets £15: htt ps://blackheathrugby.ti cketco.events/uk/

Let’s get behind them and conti nue to support Kent rugby 
at every level.

4. COURSES
Coaching kicking for the fi rst ti me?
Want to level up how you coach the tackle?
Want your team to acore more tries?

Kent and England Rugby have teamed up to help the 
county be the most skillful in the country - players and 
coaches alike.
These will be the last courses taking place in person for the 
following skills.

– TackleSafe– U8s going into tackling, or a coach wanti ng 
to get more skilled at coaching this area?

https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__blackheathrugby.ticketco.events_uk_&d=DwMGaQ&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=cy3zfuJHU0W2SBzfxh1FL7LaZGgfA7nGdxtPXz76SEI&m=Rf7ma1UVKzc_BuFws9ykJuT3s9i0X1XTti3PzSkhyp6JG3u7jhglM3iFpEs7fYxZ&s=4dBVyDtCPLkvzmGKSr-UIO3D9hPNjbC1hT-nswLrY4Y&e=
https://gms.rfu.com/GMS/Email/Home/Link?commRef=5pEcMcR%2BJQlbH2fpJGjy2nOxYEVfSDSEqSddOyYD1mnV6MHnrryoBn%2BXciiQSujwnUWl%2F5NAK5GuIcua2%2BEowx8Sk8HVyStlMedzqhadVlywg5JWuASStaLMkzsTeG4u
https://gms.rfu.com/GMS/Email/Home/Link?commRef=5pEcMcR%2BJQlbH2fpJGjy2nOxYEVfSDSEqSddOyYD1mkn1GYWkt1rlpwYAb7dIbyWV3evpFYC9fhhoU7gzcc8sSXe%2FAlGXzmEzGv4p7nZGC0%3D
https://gms.rfu.com/GMS/Email/Home/Link?commRef=5pEcMcR%2BJQlbH2fpJGjy2nOxYEVfSDSEqSddOyYD1mkwC8sO5OBZzbbfYGauVHrhvb8of9oKT%2FEoXg06RS04H3EHJm%2Bgxy%2FAgcN3a4B8kek%3D
https://gms.rfu.com/GMS/Email/Home/Link?commRef=5pEcMcR%2BJQlbH2fpJGjy2nOxYEVfSDSEqSddOyYD1mkprVeeF%2Frmsl8sNp22A%2BB7cP5s9Mqgz8uZe%2BJqyPwm2JJ8FqxaTuHYwWGfSQMUMMc%3D
https://gms.rfu.com/GMS/Email/Home/Link?commRef=5pEcMcR%2BJQlbH2fpJGjy2nOxYEVfSDSEqSddOyYD1mnV6MHnrryoBn%2BXciiQSujwnUWl%2F5NAK5GuIcua2%2BEow5Iy8wge%2F2ySu54guloxn59cbokorNuWbplRcjBF0Xnp
https://gms.rfu.com/GMS/Email/Home/Link?commRef=5pEcMcR%2BJQlbH2fpJGjy2nOxYEVfSDSEqSddOyYD1mkn1GYWkt1rlpwYAb7dIbyWtI19KVTj4Hyt8QCsP497XLWhE8%2FfJgqWctcWEXsIu5U%3D
https://gms.rfu.com/GMS/Email/Home/Link?commRef=5pEcMcR%2BJQlbH2fpJGjy2nOxYEVfSDSEqSddOyYD1mkwC8sO5OBZzbbfYGauVHrhHD%2B4gqEthTB0LZwZZf1E26lGx9HM70MpZxenoCWCBlw%3D
https://gms.rfu.com/GMS/Email/Home/Link?commRef=5pEcMcR%2BJQlbH2fpJGjy2nOxYEVfSDSEqSddOyYD1mkprVeeF%2Frmsl8sNp22A%2BB79MfY%2Bh%2FHy07NOh8cvwVOGkfeyvOWJHc8Qrh6vR%2FBNY4%3D
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdEkUfkHIhdgQn8tTv90A2pWlIdjOmZKDQqbvNdG6RzrW8cXQ/viewform





